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His Brother’s Keeper 

Touch Hak wants to donate a kidney to his brother. ICE wants to deport him first 

BY CHARLES LAM 



N early every weekday morning 
before work, Touch Hak bikes 
a quarter of a mile to a Santa 
Ana gym where he will spend 
hours running and lifting iron. The 38-year- 
old does it to stay in shape and blow off 
steam, focusing on his breathing and 
movement instead of the fact that his older 
brother Puthy spends an equal amount of 
time at a clinic undergoing dialysis three 
times a week because of his failing kidneys. 

For years, Hak has wanted to donate one 
of his kidneys to his brother, and though a 
battery of tests a few months ago proved 
their blood types incompatible, there was 
still hope: There is a program that would 
allow Hak to donate a kidney to someone 
else so that another person could donate a 
kidney to his brother. 

There’s only one problem: The process 
can take upward of three years, and Hak 
is scheduled to be deported in a couple 
of weeks. 

Hak pled guilty to a drug charge in 2005 
based on advice the Supreme Court later 
ruled unconstitutional in an unrelated case 
in 2010. Despite pleas from family members 
and activists, immigration officials have not 
yet changed their minds. Their one act of 
lenience—a one-year stay—is scheduled to 
expire on Sept. 4. 

“I messed up. I understand that,” Hak 
says. "I don’t mind getting deported, 
but I just need someone to help me help 
my brother.” 

Hak and his family fled the Khmer 
Rouge, arriving in the United States in 1985, 
when Hak was 8 years old. The family set¬ 
tled in an apartment complex in Stockton 
with other Cambodian families, and as with 
many new refugees, it had a difficult time 
adjusting to America. 

“It was like a housing project,” Hak says. 
“We never had a lot of stuff, but we all tried 
to do the right thing. I really focused when 
I was in elementary school. I remember I 
got As and Bs all the time.” 

But in 1989, when Hak was in fifth grade, 
a drifter with a lengthy criminal record, 
a legally purchased semi-automatic rifle 
and a hatred of Southeast Asian refugees, 
attacked Hak’s elementary school. The 
drifter opened fire on the schoolyard, kill¬ 
ing five children and wounding 30 other 
students and teachers before committing 
suicide. Though physically unharmed, Hak 
received no crisis counseling, and his school 
performance began to dip. Those As and 
Bs became Cs, Ds and Fs, and by his sopho¬ 
more year in high school, Hak had dropped 
out, turning to work programs and commu¬ 
nity involvement instead. “I had to grow up 
a little faster than people normally do,” Hak 
says. “I got married early, when I was 19 or 


so. I lived in a gang-infested neighborhood, 
and I was looking for a way out. The best 
way to get them to leave you alone was to 
settle down. That was my escape route.” 

Hak and his wife eventually moved to 
Florida, and for a time, they were able 
to put together a life. He held a steady 
job, bought a house and a car, and had a 
daughter—but he had also developed a 
substance-abuse problem. In 2005, he was 
arrested and charged with possession and 
intent to distribute MDMA. His public 
defender advised him to plead guilty for 
leniency, without realizing he would also 
face deportation. 

While imprisoned, Hak’s wife left him, 
and he lost his house, though he did earn a 
GED and completed substance-abuse and 
parenting programs. Near the end of Hak’s 
sentence in 2012, his brother revealed that 
he had been dealing with kidney issues for 
years, though he had kept that informa¬ 
tion quiet. “He didn’t want to stress me out 
more,” Hak explains. ‘When he broke the 
news, I said, ‘Let me get out, and I’ll donate 
a kidney to you.’ I didn’t smoke; my body 
was healthy. I would do that for him.” 

But when Hak did get out, U.S. Immi¬ 
gration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
detained him and began deportation pro¬ 
ceedings. They held Hak in Texas before 


flying him to Tacoma, Washington, to meet 
with the Cambodian consulate to work out 
travel papers. ‘When ICE detained me, 

I was surprised,” Hak says. “But I didn’t 
know a lot about the laws or anything.” 

His family appealed to the community, 
and after a groundswell of support, ICE 
granted a one-year reprieve. Hak moved 
to Santa Ana to live with his brother, car¬ 
pooling to La Mirada to work as a machine 
operator and helping out around the house 
as much as he possibly could. 

When testing at a UC San Diego facility 
confirmed the brothers were incompatible, 
however, they were crushed. The facility 
offered them another avenue, participating 
in a paired matched-donor program. The 
brothers accepted, but the facility decided 
they couldn’t participate unless Hak had 
more time in the United States. ‘We got all 
of the paperwork processed, and we had 
a good interview,” Hak says. “They took it 
to a board meeting, but then they told me 
that the decision was really hard, but they 
couldn’t do it. It was the right decision 
because of the deportation.” 

Now, Hak and his supporters are asking 
for another stay in his deportation. They’re 
seeking a three-year reprieve so that Hak 
and his brother can participate in the pro¬ 
gram, then let Hak recover before being 


CHARLES LAM 

sent to a country he hasn’t seen in decades 
with a language he can barely speak. On 
his side are multiple nonprofits, including 
the Sacramento-based Southeast Asian 
Resource Action Center and LA-based 
Asian Americans Advancing Justice, which 
is providing pro bono legal representa¬ 
tion. ICE received the request in late July. 
“Although we are unable to speculate on 
next steps in this case, ICE continues to 
focus on sensible, effective immigration 
enforcement,” says ICE spokeswoman 
Lori Haley. “Determinations regarding 
prosecutorial discretion are based upon the 
agency’s priorities—taking into consider¬ 
ation an individual’s criminal and immigra¬ 
tion histories and the specific facts of each 
case in totality.” 

“I’ve been trying all of this time to help 
my brother out before I get deported,” Hak 
says. “It’s hard. My brother, he really tries to 
keep his mind on different things. His legs 
are swollen every day. I see his struggle; I 
see his pain. I don’t know how he manages 
every day, but he’s a strong dude.” 

CLAM @ OCWEEKLY.COM 
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task a mexican!» 


BEFORE 


AFTER 



DEAR MEXICAN: I live 
in a heavily immigrant 
area in the Bronx. 

We have many West 
African, Dominican, 
Mexican, Central American, 
Guyanese and Bengali newcomers. I've 
noticed that Mexican men seem to spend 
lots of time with their wives and kids; every 
weekend in the park, you see Mexican man 
after Mexican man playing soccer with his 
kids or doing some other activity with his 
family. I know that most of these men work 
six days a week and am amazed that in their 
free time, they don't just want to be left alone. 
Not that you don't see other nationalities' men 
playing with their kids, but more often you 
see the African and Dominican men hanging 
out with other men while the wives are with 
the kids. This is, of course, a vast generaliza¬ 
tion, but I've noticed it a lot. I also often see 
Mexican men helping their wives at the laun¬ 
dromat. I thought Mexicans were supposed 
to be macho. But I'm thinking that maybe I 
need to find myself a Mexican man! 

Randy In Riverdale 

DEAR GABACHA: You should definitely get your¬ 
self an hombre, but not for taking care of kids. 
"The Quality of Time Spent With Children Among 
Mexican Immigrants," a paper written by profes¬ 
sors Andres J. Vargas (Purdue University) and 
Daniel Kidane (Ohio Wesleyan University), found 
that Mexican fathers spent less time with their 
kiddies than gabachos, Mexican-Americans and 
African-Americans, although the rate improved 
the more time the papis lived in the U.S. "We 
interpret this as evidence that duration of resi¬ 
dence is associated with an improvement of the 
child-care behaviors of Mexican immigrants," 
the two wrote. They didn't give a reason as to 
why Mexican fathers spend less time with their 
kids, butyou alluded to the answer: Our dads 


» GUSTAVO ARELLANO 

work a lot. No time for museums, libraries or 
tutoring. But trying to turn your son into the next 
Fernando Valenzuela or Chicharito? Of course! 

DEAR MEXICAN: I'm a gabacho, but I've been 
loving menudo for about 45 years. What are 
your thoughts on why menudo is the Food of 
the Gods? 

I Ain't Mexican But Mi Estomago 
Damn Well Is 

DEAR NO SOYMEXICANO BUT MY STOM¬ 
ACH SIES: You are one smart gabacho\ Most of 
your ilk only think of the tripe soup as an edible 
donkey show: a horrific, disgusting artifact of 
a horrific, disgusting people. But menudo is so 
much more than boiled cow guts or something 
to soak up the booze that fueled your previous 
night. Menudo is a socio-historical lesson in a 
bowl: The fat, pale kernels of pozole have nour¬ 
ished Mesoamericans since time immemorial; 
the use of tripe and not the better parts of a cow 
a testament to its status as a poor person's meal. 
Menudo is delicious, the trinity of firm pozole, 
chewy tripe and fiery, blood-red broth produc¬ 
ing a comforting, fatty flavor. More important, 
menudo is amor. It's the soup Mexican women 
slave over fortheir hungry families on weekend 
mornings, the dish over which families unite and 
teens fall in love as they pitch woo along with 
the wicker of tortillas. Menudo nowadays exists 
in can form, but that's heresy. True menudo is a 
difficult feat, taking hours to create, but it comes 
with a payoff that transcends taste buds and 
strives for the sublime. Will menudo cure a hang¬ 
over? No doubt. But if that's all you eat it for, then 
you truly don't know love. 


ASK THE MEXICAN 

at themexican@askamexican.net, 
be his fan on Facebook, follow him 
on Twitter, or ask him a video question 
at youtube.com/askamexicano! 


HeyYou! 

» ANONYMOUS 

Good Neighbor 

A fter the latest crash in front of my place, 
it became clear it was more serious than 
usual: The elderly guy whose SUV hit the 
car that pulled out in front of him was wail¬ 
ing in pain. Some of us from the surrounding 
complexes went down to help. When I got 
there, someone, maybe you, had managed 
to get the man out and onto his back on the 
blacktop. The poor guy was really rattled and 
frightened, couldn't breathe, and had severe 
pain in his right chest, possibly broken ribs 
from the seat belt or steering wheel. I'm sure 
he was convinced he was going to die right 



there, and 

at first, I wasn't con¬ 
vinced he was wrong. We all 
did well, butyou showed some 1 
real chops, keeping cool, getting him to con¬ 
centrate on breathing deep, and saying reas¬ 
suring and thoughtful things to him to keep 
him conscious, reducing the panic and fear, 
calming him down substantially by the time 
the cops and paramedics arrived. I quickly 
said thanks to you before getting out of the 
way, but I want to say it again here: Thanks! 
You really helped the old guy out. 


HEY, YOU! Send anonymous thanks, confessions or accusations—changing or deleting the 
names of the guilty and innocent—to "Hey, You!" c/o OC Weekly, 2975 Red Hill Ave., Ste. 150, 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626, or email us at letters@ocweekly.com. 
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"Your personal guide to your new vehicle" 

Orange Coast Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram 
Garrett Dieb gdieb@ocauto.com 

855-423-9184 | 0CAUT0.com 


Couples Only Luxury 
NUDE Spa 

Sensual Hedonism IN LA! 

24/7 dance club! 

Mineral Water Pools! 

NUDE Lifestyles Resort Club & Hotel 

760 - 251-4744 

www.NudeSpa.com 


Injured at work? 

Experienced Law Firm ready to help 

For a FREE consultation, please call 

562 - 860-4200 or text 310 - 849-5679 
Website: www.workinjuryhelp.com 

Warning: 

Making a false or fraudulent claim is a felony 
subject up to 5 years in prison or a fine up to 
$50,000 or double the value of the fraud whichever 
is greater, or by both imprisonment or fine. 



LET’S GET YOU THERE? 
714 - 999-9999 

YELLOWCAB.COM 


$ RECYCLE FOR CASH $ 

Aluminum, News Paper, Cardboard, shed the Unwanted Weight! 

Plastic, Glass, Copper & Brass HCG Injections, only $9 per shot 

Sunwest Metals, Inc New Fat Burning Laser Procedure, $750 per area 

1150 N. Anaheim Blvd., Anaheim OC Weight Loss & Anti Aging Center 714.544.8678 

714-635-0470 



Glen Eden Nudist Resort 

Just 55 Minutes or Less from OC! 

Enjoy two pools & spa, hiking trails, pet park & more! 
25999 Glen Eden Rd. Corona, CA 

(800) 843-6833 | GlenEden.com 


CUSTOM SOFAS 

Sleepers | Ottomans | Headboards 
Sectionals I Recliners 

Starting at $795! 

The Sofa Company 
1920 Newport Blvd., Costa Mesa 

949.356.5180 

www.TheSofaCo.com/OCW 


California World Guitar Show 
SoCal Show Costa Mesa 

BUY, SELL, TRADE 

OC Fair & Events Center (88 Fair Drive) 
Sat. 8/22 10am - 5pm | Sun. 8/23 10am - 4pm 
Calshows.tv | 918.288.2222 


Standup Comedy Workshop 

Taught by 20 year veteran standup pro. 

More info www.KillerKomedv.com 949-313-1030 



WEEKLY 


FREE RDVERTISIN6H 

VISITWWW.0CWEEKLY.COM/FREE/FREE300 



k_ 


Levitra 

20 MG 


Cialis 

20 MG 


Viagra 

100 MG 


$5.50 Per Pill $5.50 Per Pill $4.50 Per Pill 

As Low as $3 Per Pill! 


VIAGRA - 200 MG - 10 Pills For $65 Erections Guaranteed! 

CIALIS - 60 MG - 10 Pills For $75 

(949) 354-BLUV (2588) w ‘ vw ™£^£ x Ii£Hl Aeom 












































































P erched on Southern California’s most breathtaking hillside 
real estate overlooking Pacific Coast Highway, 9 Pelicans 
Drive in Newport Coast appears to be the epitome of idyllic, 
worry-free living. The $21 million, three-story, Palladian-style 
house on 25,000 square feet contains five bedrooms, eight bath¬ 
rooms, 400 feet of unobstructed sea views to Catalina Island, a grand 
staircase, two bars, a wine cellar, eight marble fireplaces, 14-foot 
ceilings, a gourmet kitchen, a swimming pool, fountains, a terrace, 
an elevator, $4.8 million worth of art and a movie theater. To lessen 
the burdens of occupying such a residence, the owner, Thomas Lee 
Phillips, employed a British-born butler and 14 other house servants, 


one of whom chauffeured him in a Rolls-Royce to swank restaurants, 
political events or his $14 million, oceanfront “beach house” 11 min¬ 
utes away in the most exclusive section of Corona del Mar. 

But the luxurious, gated-community setting is hardly scandal- 
free. In fact, life inside the mansion has produced enough intrigue 
to fill several seasons of television’s raciest soap opera. The themes 
are sex, money, power, jarring hypocrisy and seemingly endless 
backstabbing plots that snared the local district attorney’s chief of 
staff, as well as two model-handsome males, one a CBS Big Brother 
contestant and the other a Los Angeles rhythm-and-blues singer 
who appeared on Soul Train. 
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PHILLIPS HID A BIG SECRET WHILE 
FUNDING ANTI-GAY MEDIA, 
RANDALL CLAIMS 


BookTT 

C-SAAN2? 


COURTESY C-SPAN 


Newport Coast Masquerade 
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At the center of the controversies 
is 73-year-old Phillips, an advertising 
executive whose January 1974 ingenuity 
parlayed $1,000, three employees and his 
Chevy Chase, Maryland, garage into one 
of this nation’s most potent conservative, 
publishing empires (plus a vitamin-sup¬ 
plement subsidiary) that saw, for example, 
$307 million in 1997 sales. Ronald Reagan 
hailed Phillips’ Human Events as a favor¬ 
ite news source. The New Jersey native 
funded the National Journalism Center 
and an annual award in his own name that 
has been given to FOX News’ Brit Hume, 
John Stossel and Rupert Murdoch. In the 
2004 presidential election, he published 
Unfit for Command: Swift Boat Veterans 
Speak Out Against John Kerry, a book 
credited with tripping the Democrat’s 
campaign. Before he retired from his 
Eagle and Regnery publishing houses, 
his authors included right-wing rubber- 
chicken-circuit dignitaries Ann Coulter, 
Michelle Malkin, David Horowitz, Laura 
Ingraham, Newt Gingrich, Mark Levin, 
Chuck Norris, Dinesh D’Souza, Bernard 
Goldberg and Pat Buchanan. 

Phillips’ success didn’t just afford a 
$262,000 monthly spending budget that 
secured first-class service in all endeav¬ 
ors including private jet travel and lodg¬ 
ing in the finest suites in luxury resorts. 

It has allowed him to showcase what 
even his critics acknowledge is a gener¬ 
ous spirit. He has paid dozens of schol¬ 
arships to budding journalists, funded 
political events, given pals huge loans 
and contributed more than $320,000 to 
Republicans in recent years. In 1998, he 
provided $1 million to help convert Ran¬ 
cho del Cielo, Reagan’s 688-acre western 
White House atop the Santa Ynez Moun¬ 
tain range, into a permanent monument 
to the ex-president. 

But on Nov. 6,2014, a naked Phillips— 
who had been diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
disease five years earlier and requires 
24-hours-per-day assistance—wept in his 
shower. Nearby, an outraged Randall Phil¬ 
lips, his 5-foot-l-inch second wife, who 
is 26 years his junior, hurled obscenities. 


Believe it or not, the issue was money. An 
expected $1.5 million installment payment 
due from the $8 million sale of Eagle Pub¬ 
lishing to Salem Communications earlier 
in the year had to be diverted for debts a 
shocked Randall didn’t know existed. 

“I heard Mrs. Phillips screaming at Mr. 
Phillips and say [sic] that he was a ‘failure’ 
and a ‘loser’ and that she could not stand 
him,” Susie Matthews, the family’s head 
caregiver who was in the room during 
the spat, described in a court filing. “Mrs. 
Phillips was screaming at the top of her 
lungs.... I helped Mr. Phillips get dressed, 
retrieved his medications, and I left 9 Peli¬ 
cans with [him] as quickly as I could.” 

The incident wasn’t atypical, accord¬ 
ing to a court declaration filed by Phillips, 
whose estimated worth is $100 million. 
“For as long as I can remember, I have felt 
profoundly embarrassed and humiliated 
in my own home,” he stated. “Randall 
frequently calls me ‘stupid,’ ‘incompetent,’ 
‘a fool’ and similar derogatory names in 
front of my two sons, caregivers and other 
household staff. She also said I would lose 
all my money if I did not turn complete 
control of my money and assets over to 
her. I can even recall times when she 
made fun of me for falling down or just 
asking for food or water.” 

Days after the incident, Randall tried to 
apologize for the outburst, but it was too 
late. Thomas, who was then living in an 
undisclosed hotel, removed his wife as an 
official in his lucrative holding company 
and on Nov. 14 filed for divorce in Orange 
County Superior Court. A month later, he 
issued a bombshell civil complaint accus¬ 
ing her of committing elder and financial 
abuse, assault and battery, false imprison¬ 
ment, and intentional infliction of emo¬ 
tional distress. According to the lawsuit, 
she schemed to overmedicate him, con¬ 
vince doctors he was legally incompetent 
and use the finding to confiscate his for¬ 
tune while he lived in a daze—a scheme 
Randall rejects as self-serving fantasy. 

Among the house staff, however, 
Thomas’ impairment wasn’t a secret. He’d 
infamously buttered his napkin during 
a meal, fumbled using a straw and broke 
bones tripping. And the marriage was most 
certainly rocky; Randall threw a heavy 
pewter container during an argument, 



though the parties disagree on whether 
she intended to strike him. The incidents 
made life inside 9 Pelicans Drive toxic. 
After one spat, a fearful Thomas handed 
an aide a Post-it note when his wife wasn’t 
looking: It read, “GET ME HELP!” 

N asty divorces are as much a part of 
the Southern California landscape 
as palm trees, plastic surgery 
and traffic jams. But given their 
mutual interests—conservative thought, 
traditional values, journalism and Reagan, 
the relationship between Thomas and 
Randall Phillips initially didn’t appear 
destined for disaster. In 1998, they met 
in Washington, D.C., got engaged a year 
later and married in December 2000. 
There was no prenuptial deal. She quit her 
reporter job at Reverend Pat Robertson’s 
Christian Broadcasting Network (CBN) for 
what she called “a very opulent lifestyle.” 
They named the first of their two sons 
after the 40th president. Republican U.S. 
senators, congressmen and ambassadors 
dined in their $17 million McLean, Vir¬ 
ginia, estate christened “Eaglecrest.” But 
California tugged on their hearts, and in 
2010, they moved to sunny Orange County. 

Though Randall never struck it rich on 
her own, she built an impressive, multi¬ 
faceted resume. Born in 1967 in Panama 
to a family that included a grandmother 
who’d won honors for selfless relief work 
in World War 1 and II, she played the role 
of Annie as a child in the popular Broad¬ 
way musical. In 1980 and 1984, she served 
as national chairman of the Youth for 
Reagan/Bush and the 1988 Bush/Quayle 
campaigns. Randall eventually worked for 
CBN, where she covered the Bill Clinton 
White House and Congress. Later, the 
charismatic Mt. Saint Mary’s College grad¬ 
uate coached Republican politicians how 
to effectively interact with reporters, con¬ 
sulting that drove her to these conclusions: 

“The thing Republicans have been 
really bad at is understanding that the 
message alone is not enough,” she said in 
a 1999 interview. “They like to think that 
the message is so strong it doesn’t need to 
be effectively presented. We don’t need 
frosting on the message, they say. But the 
reality is, in the confectionery of politics, 
everything needs frosting. That is the kind 


of world we live in today—one in which 
everything comes in a package. It’s just a 
good package or a bad package.” 

Susan Kang Schroeder, a Phillips fam¬ 
ily friend and an aide to District Attorney 
Tony Rackauckas, describes Randall as 
“so sweet.” But in the courthouse dispute 
with Thomas, Randall has been pack¬ 
aged without the icing by most of the 
household staff. More than half a dozen 
employees have filed declarations label¬ 
ing her mean, revengeful, domineering 
and conniving—simply scary. While she 
worked to enhance her power over the 
family’s assets in 2014, the staffers insist 
she overmedicated her husband to the 
point he became a zombie stuck in bed. 

The staff additionally reports that 
instead of assisting Thomas when he strug¬ 
gled, Randall used her iPhone to video 
record him flailing in misery, seemingly 
documenting his incapacity. Worse, they 
claim, she ordered them to hide Thomas’ 
mail, block him from seeing visitors or 
answering his phone, and make him wear 
adult diapers by hiding his underwear. 
They also allege she urged increased dos¬ 
ages of powerful drugs such as Depakote 
that caused severe drowsiness and confu¬ 
sion, even when he was already in stupors. 

Staff testimonials portray Randall as a 
control freak: 

“Mrs. Phillips absolutely forbade me 
from giving Mr. Phillips any mail that 
appeared to be pertaining to finances.... 
Mrs. Phillips wanted to scare [him] into 
compliance with her every demand,” said 
Zoe Newman, house manager. 

“Mrs. Phillips expressed her disregard 
for Mr. Phillips, stated directly to me, ‘I am 
so sick of his crying. I have to put up with 
his crying for over 13 years, and I am tired 
of it.’... She told him, You need to stop 
complaining; suck it up’ and ‘Stop feel¬ 
ing sorry for yourself.’ And, You’re going 
to die; we’re all going to die. Stop having 
a pity party—accept it and deal with it!”’ 
recalled head caregiver Matthews. 

“On the days I visited the house, I 
observed Mrs. Phillips ranting or yelling 
at various staff members, Mr. Phillips, 
or both,” said Tina Irwin, Thomas’ per¬ 
sonal assistant. 

Randall was “a rushed, irritated and 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 
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CLINICAL RESEARCH STUDY 



If you currently have an abnormal lipid profile, 
you may qualify to participate in a clinical research 
study. To qualify, you must be at least 18 years of age, 
have triglyceride levels between 200 and 500 mg/dL, 
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0c Weekly/ 

Celebrates the 20th Annual 

BEST OF ORANGE COUNTY 


READERS’ POLL 
NOMINATIONS 

■Have yxmr sayt 

With over 100 chances to nominate, you 
will get to have a word in on what the best 
aspects are of Orange County! 



Get nominated! 

Contact an Account Executive TODAY to learn how 
to promote your business and get nominated! 

T14.550.5900 


NOMINATE BY AUGUST 27TH! 
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quick-tempered person_Even in her 

own home, where I primarily worked, she 
never appeared able to relax,” said house¬ 
keeper Ida Ashley. 

“Mrs. Phillips never allowed Mr. 

Phillips to leave the house without her 
permission,” according to house staffer 
Cherie Cooper. 

“I repeatedly observed Mrs. Phillips 
shout at Mr. Phillips simply for entering a 
room and speaking to [her] when she did 
not want to be spoken to,” said caregiver 
Nancy Amador. 

“I heard her say she wanted to put him in 
the nursing home in order to scare him into 
doing what she wanted,” said housekeeper 
Jannie Ramirez. 

The other side of the story is equally 
eyebrow-raising. Randall’s lawyers 
include Wayne Gross, the former head of 
the U.S. Department of Justice’s Santa Ana 
branch; “Superlawyer” Michael I. Katz; 
and Frank Mickadeit, the longtime Orange 
County Register columnist who traded 
his pen for a bar card in 2013. Gross, Katz 
and Mickadeit 
cast Thomas’ 
civil complaint 
as “a fantastical 
conspiracy” and 
“a dark theory.” 

They have evi¬ 
dence staffers 
praised Randall’s 
kindness. In court 
filings, they assert 
negative staff 
recollections are 
faulty because 
they were ignorant of a festering crisis in 
the marriage: Though he’d championed 
rabidly anti-gay activism for decades, 
Thomas has “homosexual inclinations” 
and engaged in “extramarital affairs” away 
from the mansion. 

“Mr. Phillips harbored a secret that 
he knew would not go over well in the 
circles in which he traveled,” Gross, Katz 
and Mickadeit told Superior Court Judge 
Geoffrey Glass in April. “Despite having 
married women twice, Mr. Phillips was 
sexually attracted to men.” 

I n California political history, Orange 
County—the state’s historic conserva¬ 
tive power base—has led the way in 
Republican Party powerbrokers who 
publicly espouse anti-gay positions but 
engage in homosexual or, at least, bisexual 
activities behind the scenes. Thomas A. 
Fuentes, the deceased chairman of the 
Republican Party of Orange County for 
decades, lived such a dual life as the hus¬ 
band and father in a staunchly conserva¬ 
tive Catholic family. In the 1990s, Fuentes 
fervently opposed inclusion of Log Cabin 
Republicans, a gay GOP group, in the 
party. Outside of view, he dated numerous 
younger men, showered them with gifts, 
mentored their careers and took them to 
saunas. One of his projects was Fountain 


Valley traditional-values activist Jeffrey 
Nielsen, a deeply closeted gay man with 
an illegal fetish. 

In the 1990s, Congressman Dana 
Rohrabacher (R-Costa Mesa), Fuentes’ 
longtime buddy and a politician funded in 
part by Phillips, took Nielsen with him to 
work in his Washington, D.C., congressio¬ 
nal office. When he wasn’t aiding Rohra¬ 
bacher, Nielsen used his conservative cre¬ 
dentials to gain a youth pastor-type post 
at a Northern Virginia church. There, he 
repeatedly raped an eighth-grade boy in 
the congregation before turning his atten¬ 
tion to underage OC boys and earning a 
2008 sexual predator conviction. 

If Phillips had a closer relationship 
with a man other than Fuentes, it may 
have been Michael Mangan, his butler 
at 9 Pelicans Drive. Mangan appeared 
in a July 1982 Washington Post article 
because he expertly served two promi¬ 
nent households in the nation’s capital. 
The Nottingham, England, native told 
the Post he had a “cardinal rule” for his 
job: “You don’t see anything, and you 
don’t ever hear anything. You hear a lot 
of things, but you never, never repeat 
anything. Absolutely never.” 

Such loyal 
discretion may 
have delighted 
Phillips, whose 
Human Events 
called gays and 
lesbians “devi¬ 
ants,” mocked 
Hollywood’s 
acceptance of 
homosexuals and 
urged the Repub¬ 
lican Party to 
remain staunchly 
anti-gay. The National Conservative 
Campaign Fund, a group Phillips ran 
and funded, worked with Tony Perkins 
of the Family Research Council. Per¬ 
kins, a frequent TV commentator, has 
said, “[Gays] are vile.” Erick Erickson 
is arguably the nation’s most passion¬ 
ately homophobic blogger. Erickson has 
opined that homosexuals are “destroy¬ 
ing America” and businesses that serve 
gay couples are “aiding and abetting” 
sin. The man who employed Erickson at 
RedState.com? Phillips. 

Inside the Newport Coast mansion, 
Thomas appreciated Mangan, but his wife 
didn’t. According to court records, Randall 
viewed the butler both as “a gay man” 
and “rude,” and she wanted him fired. 

“Mr. Phillips angrily told Mrs. Phillips 
that he would prefer that [she] leave him 
rather than to fire his valet,” Mickadeit 
recounted in an April 2015 court brief. “On 
another occasion, Mrs. Phillips overheard 
Mr. Phillips tearfully beg a male employee 
not to quit, telling him that he loved him. 
[His] anguished tone of voice and his 
later denial that he ever said such a thing 
heightened Mrs. Phillips’ suspicions.” 

Hunches turned to reality for Randall 
in 2010. That’s when she saw Thomas’ 
private medical records and discovered 
evidence he might be gay, according to 


"YOU'RE GOING TO 
DIE; WE'RE ALL GOING 
TO DIE. STOP HAVING A 
PITY PARTY-ACCEPT IT 
AND DEAL WITH IT!" 















LUCIAN PERKINS/THE WASHINGTON POST 


court records. His handwritten notes 
describe decades of psychotherapy as well 
as prescriptions for Halcion and Prozac 
to overcome depression associated with 
one of his “biggest issues”: sexual identity 
Randall revealed in a declaration. 

Then, in November 2012, she logged 
into Thomas’ computer and noticed a 
puzzling icon on the screen. When she 
clicked on it, a file titled “Boys Mastrabat- 
ing” [sic] appeared, containing links to 
gay pornography, court files show. Con¬ 
fronted, he denied responsibility. 

Schroeder, Randall’s friend in the DA’s 
office, recommended she hire Mark 
Eskridge, a retired forensics expert for 
prosecutors, to analyze the computer’s hard 
drive. Eskridge found numerous searches 
for “gay” and “porn.” Confronted again, she 
claims in a declaration, he confessed. “I was 
angry because our two, preteen sons used 
the same computer and could have easily 
discovered the links,” she explained. 

In an undated incident, Randall also 
“found various sex toys” and condoms in 
her husband’s luggage when he returned 
from a business trip. Thomas, onetime 
owner of the Christian Book Club, 
explained the risque accouterments pre¬ 
dated their relationship, but, according 
to court documents, “he admitted to Mrs. 
Phillips that prior to their marriage he 
had had sex with several men. Mr. Phillips 
assured her, however, that he was faithful 
to her and she believed him.” 

To Gross and Mickadeit, Thomas’ 
tightly guarded secret gives proper con¬ 
text to Randall’s frustration and illumi¬ 
nates the reason for keeping an eye on his 
interactions—especially with young male 
employees. They’ve not included any evi¬ 
dence of sexual affairs, but it’s likely the 
Newport Coast patriarch appreciated the 
company of Fuentes’ son T.J. and Dominic 
Briones as his gofers. Thomas showed his 
fondness for T.J. by giving him free hous¬ 
ing and including him in his will for a six- 
figure inheritance. 

A losing 2011 Big Brother contestant, 
Briones replaced T.J. in August 2013 
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and anticipated learning from a busi¬ 
ness genius. He thought his title would 
be executive assistant. Randall quickly 
disabused him of the notion, giving him 
general housework and yard tasks under 
the less-glamorous title “houseman.” 

“Almost every time Mrs. Phillips 
saw us talking in [Thomas’ bedroom], 
she ordered me out to perform a task 
elsewhere in the residence, including 
to clean a toilet and other non-time- 
sensitive tasks,” Briones complained in a 
court declaration. 

He resigned in February 2014, citing 
Randall’s “deplorable behavior.” 

During a March 9 deposition, Micka¬ 
deit got Briones—who married fellow Big 
Brother contestant Daniele Donato—to 
concede he was clueless about the cause 
of the couple’s bickering. 

Mickadeit asked, “What did you hear 
them argue about?” 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 
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Briones replied, “I don’t know.” 

After the couple’s separation, Briones, 45 
years younger than Thomas and a half-Ital- 
ian, half-Filipino model who shows off his 
smile and swimmer’s physique in Internet 
photos, returned to his mentor’s employ¬ 
ment inside the community hyped by real- 
estate agents as the Pacific Riviera. “[Mr. 
Phillips] is one of the kindest, most intel¬ 
ligent and pleasant human beings I have 
ever had the pleasure of meeting,” he said 
in an affidavit. “I learned so much from the 
man in a short period of time. I only wish I 
would have met him sooner in life.” 

Through his lawyer, Briones declined 
an interview request. 

oth Phillipses viewed the Barack 
Obama administration as filled 
with intolerable socialists and 
a disaster for the nation. They 
contemplated relocating to Switzerland, 
New Zealand or the Bahamas until after 
the 2016 presidential election. Thomas 
preferred the warmth of the Caribbean; 
Randall liked Switzerland because she 
believed the Swiss protect their culture 
from mosques and operate a democracy. 

In October 2009, the Phillipses opened 
large accounts with cash and gold at 
Geneva’s Pictet Bank, where discretion for 
the global rich is promised. 

But Randall spent more time plan¬ 


ning to quench her unsatisfied needs. By 
2011, she began spending time with R&B 
musician Chuckii Booker (a.k.a. Eugene 
Allen Booker), who is two months older 
than her and a godson to the legendary, 
Grammy Award-winning Barry White. In 
1989, Booker sang “Turn Away,” which 
reached 42nd place on national song sales 
charts, the highlight of his career. 

Their affair, which Randall freely 
acknowledges, was steamy. Numerous 
text messages and emails between the two 
underscore the lust. At 9:13 a.m. on June 
16,2012, for example, Randall sent Booker 
a message: “Quit your job and move with 
me to the [Corona del Mar] house. Fuck 
every morning, K?” 

He replied a minute later, “K, would 
love that.” 

According to David A. Robinson and 
Benjamin P. Pugh, Thomas’ veteran 
Irvine-based lawyers at Enterprise Coun¬ 
sel Group, Randall convinced their client 
to pay for Booker’s “furnished apartment 
in Newport Coast, multiple eye surger¬ 
ies, a car repair and the conversion of 
the basement at [Corona del Mar house] 
into a music studio for him.” In court 
filings, they place the gifts at more than 
$200,000, also noting that Booker and 
Randall took an out-of-state vacation with 
Thomas’ kids. 

The publishing king’s reaction to the 
affair wasn’t what you’d expect from a 
Christian conservative. Randall maintains 
he posed a question after she revealed 
her relationship with Booker. “He asked 


whether he could participate [in three- 
way sex],” she stated in a court filing. She 
says she declined. 

Randall’s messages to Booker reveal a 
woman finagling to win financial security. 
She feared Thomas’ children from his first 
marriage—Mark Phillips and Karen Brous¬ 
sard—might contest her husband’s last will 
and testament after his death. Court records 
indicate that discussions between Randall 
and Thomas resulted in the elimination of 
the children’s $1 million inheritances. 

In a 2012 communication to Booker, 
she stated, “I have hatched what I think is 
a brilliant plan. But I will txtcrypt it as is 
safer. Will give cover 4 us plus be safety net 
for u in short term.” She also asked him if 
he could “live off another man’s money.” 

His response seemed annoyed. 

“We can craft interim fix for u for cash 
flow by being clever,” she wrote. “I can 
easily transfer something into an account 
of mine no one sees.” 

Randall also discussed pressuring 
Thomas to give her assets before he 
thought to seek legal advice. Hinting at 
divorce plans on July 12,2012, she told 
Booker, “I want to be with you. Period.” 
Eight days later, Thomas gave Randall sole 
title to the Corona del Mar home, one of 
the most expensive properties in Orange 
County. During this period, she convinced 
him to name her a trustee in his holding 
company, a position that would allow her 
to take over if he became incapacitated. 

In a text message to her lover, Randall 
discussed pre-divorce strategy about solv¬ 


ing her “biggest vulnerability” in a sepa¬ 
ration: “I MUST get some addl houses 
jointly titled,” and she fretted that “worse 
case I’d have to owe him [$3 million].... I 
know I’m [fucking] cray cray, but I wanna 
go tell him I don’t want to be w/him.” 

I t’s too soon to tell how the tale of 
these lovebirds will end. Both the 
divorce and the civil complaint 
accusing Randall of elder abuse 
continue to inch forward in separate 
courthouses. Settlement negotiations, 
styled “intense” by the parties, are under 
way. Who owns what from the marriage 
remains a bitter sticking point. Randall 
has majority custody of the boys and says 
the affair with Booker ended. She origi¬ 
nally refused to vacate 9 Pelicans Drive, 
but a judge moved her to the Ocean Bou¬ 
levard home. Thomas wants that “stolen” 
property back and financial damages for 
his wife’s maneuverings. 

Randall insists Thomas is shortchang¬ 
ing her financial ability to fight him in 
court. Frustrated, Thomas complains 
his money is funding both sides of the 
litigation. After Randall responded to his 
lawsuit with the gay allegation, Thomas’ 
lawyers called their client a victim of 
“blackmail” and “extortion.” Gross, Katz 
and Mickadeit dismiss the insinuation as 
“absurd” and note that Thomas’ lawsuit 
never even hinted at the issue. 

Who would expect less theater when 
$27 million or more is at stake? 

RSCOTTMOXLEY@OCWEEKLY.COM 






The Catering and Events Expo You Won't Want to Miss! 
••••• Thursday, September 10, 2015 \ 3-8pm ••••• 
Produced & Hosted by: Business Expo Center | Anaheim, CA 


Enjoy FOOD, BEER & WINE plus 
ENTERTAINMENT & NETWORKING! 

There's no need to search all over town to find the right caterer, venue 
or services for your event! Join us for CaterCon to taste the best of 
SoCal's catering and discover the latest trends in event services. 

- Want to participate as a catering or event service? 

Call 714-978-9000 to reserve your spot. 

- Rent our venue for all occasions. Visit BusinessExpoCenter.com 
















facebook.com/JapanProductPromotion Tickets at www.oc-japanfair.com 


□C JAPAN FAIR aoi 

a/aa, as & ao 

Gpm— 11pm Noon— lOpm lOam-Eipm 

FRI. SAT. SUN. 



MIRA MIST TECMNIOUE® _ 

• MINIMALLY INVASIVE • MINIMAL PAIN • FASTER RECOVERY • 

UPOSCULPTURING 

UPPER 8 LOWER ABDOMEN JUST $2900 


COMPLETE • NO HIDDEN COSTS 

TUMMY TUCK 

STARTING AT $3900 

FULLER LIPS 

$385 RESTYLANE/JUVEDERM 

PHOTOFACIAL 

$99 

BOTOX 

$99 PER AREA 

SCLEROTHERAPY 

$99 PER AREA 

LASER HAIR REMOVAL 

BIKINI/FACE $69 

MICRODERMABRASION 

$39 


MIRA AESTHETIC MEDICAL CENTER 1 714 . 544.8678 

FOR MORE INFORMATION & A FULL LIST OF SERVICES, VISIT YOUNGERLOOK.COM 




CONCERT SERIES 


PEPPER 

FRI AUG 21 


WEIRD AL" YANKOVIC 

FRI AUG 28 


PAUL OAKENFOLD 

FRI SEPT 4 


WEEZER 

SUN SEPT 6 


WAYWARD SONS 

MON SEPT 7 


FREE WITH TRACK ADMISSION* 

@ DELMARRACES U @DELMARRACING ■ @DELMARRACING 

CONCERTS ARE 18 & UP ("WEIRD AL" YANKOVIC IS ALL AGES) 

BAND LINE-UP SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
‘CONCERT ADMISSION $20 AFTER LAST RACE 
PRE-PAID TICKETS, COMPLIMENTARY TICKETS AND SEASON PASSES 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR CONCERT ADMISSION AFTER THE LAST RACE. 
FOR MORE INFO CALL (858) 755-1141 OR VISIT DELMARSCENE.COM 


FRIDAYS PRESENTED BY 

harrah's 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Heineken 'CoClA 

open your world LIGHT 
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fri/08/21 


[FILM] 

Party 0n r Guys 

Wayne's World 
Scwhing-a-Long 

Did you once think you had mono for an 
entire year, only to discover you were just 
really bored? Then you need more Wayne’s 
World in your life. “Party on!” used to be 
the mantra of these two righteous dudes, 
but when smooth-talking advertising exec¬ 
utive Benjamin Oliver tries to bring the 
boys’ public-access program mainstream, 
they soon discover the big time can drain 
the excellence out of even the most choice 
of situations. Hop into your Mirth-Mobile, 
find ababe-alicious counterpart and make 
your way to a screening of the 1992 com¬ 
edy at the Wayne’s World Schwing-a-Long. 
But remember, if you’re gonna spew, try 
to spew into a little cup folded inside the 
cut-off denim vest of one of your burn-out 
friends. That shit’s not welcome in the 
theater, okay? 

Wayne’s World Schwing-a-Long at 
the Frida Cinema, 305 E. Fourth St., 
Santa Ana; thefridacinema.org. 9 p.m. 
$15. -AMANDA PARSONS 


sat/08/22 


[CONCERT] 


THE BRAT PACK 

HOLYCHILD 

Over the past year, Los Angeles-based 
duo HOLYCHILD have emerged as 
one of the brightest young talents. 

Liz Nistico and Louie Diller have cre¬ 
atively infused their classical roots into 
a sound they proudly pronounce as 
brat pop, and so far, it has won them 
plaudits.The first single off their debut 
album, "Running Behind," was delight¬ 
fully catchy for its heavy percussion 
and memorable lyrics, but don't let 
their sound fool you. HOLYCHILD have 
wisely used their platform as a budding 
pop force to weave their socio-political 
message into their music.Taking all of 
that into account, including the group's 
must-follow social-media accounts, it's 
easy to understand why so many have 
become smitten with the pair, whose 
brighter days are ahead of them. 

HOLYCHILD at the Constellation Room, 
3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, 

(714) 957-0600; www.observatoryoc.com. 
10 p.m. $12. -DANIEL KOHN 


[FESTIVALS] 

Tiki Till You Drop 

Tiki Beach Festival 

It’s going to be an all-day tiki throwdown! 
Starting at sunrise (yeah, that’s right), the 
15th annual Tiki Beach Festival, presented 
by Alfredo’s Beach Club and the Port of 
Long Beach, kicks off nonstop music, danc¬ 
ing and food. More than a hundred Poly¬ 
nesian dancers and music-makers are set 
to perform throughout the festival; there’s 
also tiki carving, canoe rides, fire walks, a 
kids’ zone, and something called the “fire 
knife dance,” 
which sounds 

0 MORE » badass. And lest 

ONLINE we forget, there 

OCWEEKLY.COM is, of course, the 

famous Aloha 
Food Court, with restaurants dishing out 
island-themed specialities. Want even more 
tiki? Come back the next morning (yeah, at 
sunrise) for another full day of fest. 

The 15th Annual Tiki Beach Festival 
at Alfredo’s Beach Club, 5411E. Ocean 
Blvd., Long Beach, (562) 477-6820; www. 
alfredosbeachclub.com. Sunrise; also Sun. 
Free. -ERIN DEWITT 


[FILM] 

Live Long and 
Prosper 

Star Trek 

The 2009 Star Trek reboot—made by the 
dream team (or perhaps nightmare team?) 
of J. J. Abrams and Damon Lindelof—had 
plenty of action, a little confusion and a few 
flashes of old-school, original-series WTF- 
ness. But it also had a very potent score 
by Michael Giacchino, then just months 
away from winning a slew of awards for 
not just his Star Trek work but also 2009’s 
Up. Performed live with the film by Pacific 
Symphony Orchestra, it takes on new life and 
underscores the human—or humanity—that 
Star Trek has always tried to celebrate. Come 
for not just one Spock, but—spoiler?— two 
Spocks, and stay for the irreproducible gravi- 
tas of a live score. Also: cosplay it up! Sym¬ 
phony performances never have enough salt 
vampires in the good seats. 

Star Trek with live score by Pacific Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra at Irvine Meadows Amphi¬ 
theatre, 8808 Irvine Center Dr., Irvine, 

(949) 855-8095; www.pacifics 3 nnph 0 ny.org. 
8 p.m. $12-$157. -CHRIS ZIEGLER 
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Harland Williams 
Aug 20-23 


31 Fortune Drive 
Irvine, CA 92618 
949.854.5455 

TheoVon 

Aug 28-30 


AMERICAS TREASURE CHEST 


A time warp. I get 
lost in here for hours.” 


“Overwhelming!” 

S. Rachel 


COSTA MESA 

OC Fair & Event Center 

88 Fair Dr., Costa Mesa 

AUGUST 28,29,30 

Friday Saturday Sunday 
12pm-6pm 10am-6pm 10am-5pm 

GENERAL ADMISSION $7 WEEKEND PASS 


FINE 

JEWELRY 

CRYSTALS 

GEMS 

BEADS 

SILVER 

MINERALS 


"*Not valid with other offer. One coupon per person. Property of Gem Faire, Inc. Can be revoked without notice. Non-transferrable. 

Sponsored by GEM FAIRE, INC. (5031252-8300 GemFaire.com 


YOUR FIRST RESORT/or ENTERTAINMENT 

We bring you the best touring acts in music and comedy. Whether you dance, laugh or cheer, 
do it bigger at Harrah’s Resort Southern California. For more info visit: HarrahsSoCal.com 


| 

CRAFT BEER & REGGAE FESTIVAL 

COLD BEER, HOT REGGAE, ALL DAY FUN! 'jj'L.; *' 


THE EXPENDABLES WITH SPECIAL GUESTS tVJKE LOVE 

SkunkDub, Sandollar, Lesterfari & Kings Music and more! 

Includes beer tastings, signature cup & event t-shirt! 


HOP HEADS & DREADS 

SEPTEMBER 26 


NEON NIGHTS 

SEPTEMBER 4 


ALEJANDRA GUZMAN 

SEPTEMBER 11 


ANDREW NORELLI 

HOSTED BY MONIQUE MARVEZ 

SEPTEMBER 25 


GET THE LED OUT 

THE AMERICAN LED ZEPPELIN 

OCTOBER 10 


FELIPE DAT 

ESPARZA PHAM 


CHAMPIONS OF COMEDY 

AUGUST 28 


PURCHASE TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER.COM 


Entertainment subject to change or cancellation. Must be 21 or older to gamble and attend events. Know When To Stop Before You Start.® Gambling Problem? 
Call 1-800-GAMBLER. Owned by the Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians. Managed by HCAL, LLC. ©2015, Caesars License Company, LLC. All rights reserved. 


__ Harrahs 

f 0 ^0 You* 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


NUDIST 

RESORT 

55 minutes or less from OC! 


A premier nudist club in Corona! 

*Membership Club 

• Pet Park 

• Six Tennis Courts 

• Two Pools & Spa 

• Hiking Trails 


25999 Glen Eden Rd. Corona, CA 
(800) 843-6833 • GlenEden.com 
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sun/08/23 


[THEATER] 

Songs of Our Selves 

Walt Whitman Sings! 

The world-famous, queer, socialist poet of the 
people lives on in every democratic American 
dream, brilliant scientific ambition, crackpot 
mythology and vigorous youthful affection. 

A recent biography suggests Walt Whitman 
can perhaps save us from ourselves, so wit¬ 
nessing him reincarnated in actor/director/ 
teacher John Slade’s one-superman dramatic 


show of lecturing, singing and reciting from 
Whitman’s life’s work seems right, especially 
in this tawdry and terrific election cycle, with 
its appeals to all that is best and worst. Slade 
reanimates the good gray poet in a robust 
80-minute performance, not a bit tamed or 
untranslatable, sounding Whitman’s barbaric 
yawp over the roofs of the world... or at least 
Garden Grove. 

Walt Whitman Sings! at Fountain 
Theater, 12762 Main St., Garden Grove, 
(714) 590-1575; shakespeareoc.org. 7 p.m.; 
also Aug. 30. $20. -ANDREW TONKOVICH 


[SPORTS] 

On the Road 

Tour De Naranja 

The race is on! OC Brakeless hosts the 
competitive bike race Tour De Naranja, 
a comprehensive, 30-mile bike race in 
which teams of three can compete to 
win. The course follows scenic routes 
and steep hills winding through Santiago 
Canyon Road, Jamboree Road, Portola 
Parkway, Sand Canyon Road and more, 


with multiple stages set up for well- 
wishers and spectators to cheer their 
buddies on. Contestants are eligible to 
win individual prizes, as well as cash, 
throughout the race for descending and 
sprinting, but to win the race, your entire 
team must finish together—so no ditch¬ 
ing your mates to grab the glory. Daring 
bicyclists: Gather up your fastest road 
buddies, and ride on! 

Tour De Naranja at 1200 N. Cannon St., 
Orange; www.facebook.com/ocb714. 

11 a.m. $20 per team. — AIMEE MURILLO 





NEW EDITION 


THIS FRI ■ 
AUG 21 


KRALL 

THIS SAT - AUG 22 


X PRINCE ROYCE 

FRI - AUG 28 

SAMMY HAGAR 
& THE CIRCLE 

FEATURING MICHAEL ANTHONY, 
JASON BONHAM & VIC JOHNSON 
SUN - SEPT 6 

LITTLE BIG TOWN 

FRI^sEPT 11 

BELINDA CARLISLE 

SAT - SEPT 12 

SEE WEBSITE 
FOR FULL LINEUP 


BEAT THE 

H EAT & STAY COOL WITH US 


$13S 


(PER NIGHT) 


$20 GIFT CARD ■ $45 RESTAURANT CREDIT 
$20 FREE PLAY OFFER 
1 PM GUARANTEED 
CHECKOUT 


AN EXCITING 
WAY TO PLAY! 






Play Your Favorite 
Casino Games! 


OIN FREE 


mon/08/24 


[ART] 


^ ARTS, CRAFTS 
AND BEYOND 

Festival of Arts Fine Art Show 

Summer's annual arts fest in Laguna 
inspires audiences anew with a massive 
multimedia exhibition throughout the 
expansive Festival of Arts Center. It's an art¬ 
viewing experience unlike any other; the gal¬ 
lery space alone includes paintings, prints, 
ceramics, fine jewelry, sculptures, photogra¬ 
phy and beyond from more than 140 local 
artists in a juried art show, plus workshops 
and activities for guests of all ages. Meander 
through the gallery on your own or take a 
tour; take a Raku or printmaking workshop, 
or stick around for musical performances. 

Festival of Arts Fine Art Show at 
Festival of Arts Pageant of the Masters, 
650 Laguna Canyon Rd., Laguna Beach, 
(800) 487-3378; www.foapom.com. 10 a.m. 
Through Aug. 31. -AIMEE MURILLO 


tue/08/25 


[CONCERT] 

Come to Grips 

Death Grips 

There’s something oddly fascinating 
about Death Grips. The hardcore rap/ 
rock trio are a conduit for intensity, 
turning heads with their visceral style 
since 2011. Death Grips have positioned 
themselves as more of an art exhibition 
than a traditional band. Their enigmatic 
reputation was built on their cryptic per¬ 
sona and experimental sound, furthered 
by their tendency to no-show for gigs. 
But all of their previous antics arguably 
make their current tour (every date of 
which they’ve showed up for so far) that 
much sweeter. 

Death Grips at the Glass House, 200 W. 
Second St., Pomona, (877) 435-9849; www. 
theglasshouse.us. 8 p.m. $27. -HEIDI DARBY 























wed/08/26 



THERE WILL 
BE BLOOD 


Macbeth 

King Macbeth ofWilliam Shakespeare's dark 
tragedy Macbeth was a man destined to be 
a ruler, according to the prophecy of three 
witches, but what he didn't anticipate was 
the chaotic sequence of events stemming 
from his brutal seizure of the crown. Per¬ 
formed in hundreds of languages in theater, 
film, radio plays and television, Macbeth is 
the ultimate Shakespearian tragedy, with 
more insanity than King Lear and even more 
cold-blooded deaths than Hamlet Catch the 
tail end of the New Swan Shakespeare Fes¬ 
tival with a production of this classic, which 
is sure to put you on edge the moment you 
hear "Double, double, toil and trouble.." 

Macbeth at New Swan Shakespeare 
Festival at UC Irvine, Inner Ring Road, Irvine, 
(949) 824-2787; newswanshakespeare.com. 
8 p.m. $15-$50. —AIMEE MURILLO 


[FILM] 

Love's a Bitch 

Amores Perros 

Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu, no longer an 
obscure name in the lexicon of modem Mexi¬ 
can independent cinema, cut his teeth making 
richly dark and 
emotional stories 
that are now 
arthouse classics. 

Among them is 
Amores Perros, a 
multilayered and suspenseful triptych involv¬ 
ing three couples connected through the same 
automobile crash. Screened as part of Hibble- 
ton Gallery’s Mexican Cinema series, the film 
examines these relationships, class issues, 
loyalty, violence and animal cruelty; if you 
think that sounds vague, it’s only because you 
need to unravel this intense cinematic stunner 
on your own to enjoy its full genius. Amores 
Perros is the first in a series dubbed “the Tril¬ 
ogy of Death,” which includes 21 Grams and 
Babel, all of which catapulted Gonzalez Inar¬ 
ritu to Oscar stardom. 

Amores Perros at Hibbleton Gallery, 223 
W. Santa Fe Ave., Fullerton; hibbleton.com. 
8 p.m. Free. -AIMEE MURILLO 


thu/08/27 

[FOOD] 

Flavor to Savor 

Taste of Downtown: 
Waterfront 

Every year, locals get to enjoy the vari¬ 
ous flavors of Downtown Long Beach’s 
restaurant scene in a 
series of events called 
Taste of Downtown, 
wherein individual 
establishments partici¬ 
pate for days at a time 
by offering up bites of 
chosen dishes, from fan 
favorites to signature 
foods and more. You 
can experience the 
culinary scene located 
along Pine Avenue Pier 
and scenic Rainbow 
Harbor: nosh on deli¬ 
cious samples, try something new. Plus, 
a beer garden will be open for guests 
to try local breweries and wine, while 
bands perform live. Don’t miss this 
chance to indulge in what has to be one 
of the most eclectic areas of the region, 
in plain sight of the gorgeous Long 
Beach sunset. 

Taste of Downtown: Waterfront 
along Pine Avenue Pier, Long Beach; 
www.downtownlongbeach.org. 6 p.m. 
$10-$40. -AIMEE MURILLO 


[ART] 


ALIENS, MAN 

‘This May All Be a Lie’ 

Conspiracy theorists run in art circles, 
too, as exemplified in artist Jeffrey 
Frisch's solo exhibition "This May All 
Be a Lie," cheekily emboldened with the 
running tagline, "The first art exhibition 
from another planet."Together, he and 
scientist/mathematician Minor White 
create work that is visually quirky and 
creative on the outside, but its deeper 
meaning suggests that everything we 
have known or been taught about the 
rise of our civilization is wrong. Not 
your typical intergalactic imagery or 
alien heads floating around, but plenty 
of paintings, prints, sculptures and 
more, reflecting on today's methods 
of consuming media—now ain't that 
meta?Transport yourself—or teleport- 
over to Orange County Center for Con¬ 
temporary Art to take a peek at Frisch 
and White's vision of the world. 

"This May All Be a Lie" at Orange 
County Center for Contemporary Art, 117 
N. Sycamore, Santa Ana, (714) 667-1517; 
www.occca.org. Noon.Through Aug. 29. 
Free. -AIMEE MURILLO 


0 MORE » 
ONLINE 

OCWEEKLY.COM 
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THIS CODE 

TODOWNLOADTHEFREE 

OCWEEKLY 

IPHONE/ANDROIDAPP 

FOR MORE EVENTS OR VISIT 

ocweeklv.com 



THE COACH HOUSE 

www.thecoachhouse.com 


TICKETS and DINNER RESERVATIONS: 949-496-8930 
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MELVIN SEAL) 
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SHE BLASTERS 


9/13 

9/17 

9/18 

9/19 

9/20 

9/24 

9/25 


9/26 

9/27 



10/16 

10/17 

10/18 

10/24 

10/31 


MARC COHN 
IRON BUTTERFLY 
ABBA FAB 
LEON RUSSELL 
LOS LONELY BOYS 
MELVIN SEALS & JGB 
THE BLASTERS 
CANNED HEAT 
EVE 6 

OC’S FUNNIEST 
HOUSEWIVES 
DEVON ALLMAN 
BAND 

TAB BENOIT 
SUPER DIAMOND 
ROBERT RANDOLPH 
& THE FAMILY BAND 
GRAHAM PARKER DUO 
ft. BRINSLEY SCHWARZ 
BILLY BOB THORNTON 
& THE BOXMASTERS 
EDDIE MONEY 
JUSTIN HAYWARD / 

Mike Dawes 

ABC 

JAMES COTTON 
BLUE SKY RIDERS 

(Kenny Loggins, Georgia 
Middleman, Gary Burr) 

LOVERBOY 

THE KING (B.B. King Tribute 
with ARTHUR ADAMS) 

JOHN WAITE 
CASEY ABRAMS 
TYRONE WELLS (Solo) 
BEATLES vs STONES 
MUSIC & COMEDY 
w/ OC HOUSEWIVES / 
RITA RUDNER / 

ALOE BLACC 
STEVE TYRELL 
AMERICA 
CHRIS HILLMAN 
& HERB PEDERSEN 
MASON JENNINGS 
OINGO BOINGO 
DANCE PARTY 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


’ * ; 


9/12 
ROBERT^ 
RANDOLPH 



l9in 
GRAHAM 
PARKER DUO 




Wl8 
EDDIE MONEY 




JAMES COTTON 


11/1 

11/8 

11/12 

11/14 

11/19 

11/20 

11/22 

11/28 

12/3 


JONNY LANG 
DUNCAN SHEIK/ 
SUZANNE VEGA 
THE YARDBIRDS 
QUEEN NATION 
HAYES CARLL 
CHRISTMAS WITH 
THE NELSONS 
THE DIRTY KNOBS / 
MARC FORD 
CASH’D OUT 
BOOKER T. JONES 


12/5 TERRI NUNN & 
BERLIN 

12/6 CARL PALMER 
12/12 ZAPPA PLAYS ZAPPA 
12/18 GARYHOEY 
12/19 DICK DALE 
1/10 TOMMY CASTRO 
1/16 DAVID LINDLEY 
2/13 OTTMAR LIEBERT 
2/14 OTTMAR LIEBERT 
2/28 JUDY COLLINS / 
Am Hest 



ticketyeb 866.468.3399j 33157 Camino Capistrano \ San Juan Capistrano 
Like Us on facebook. com/coachhouseconcerthall \ follow us on Twitter @coach_house 
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£ood»reviews listings 



DUSTIN AMES 


The owners of Inkas in Irvine bring Peruvian to Laguna Beach with Central 

BY EDWIN GOEI 



A t Central Coastal Peruvian, the 
new Laguna Beach restaurant 
up the street from the bustle 
of Main Beach, you won’t 
see any of the usual trappings of a Peru¬ 
vian joint. There are no pan flutes on the 
soundtrack, no token paintings of Machu 
Picchu on the walls, no stuffed llamas akin 
to those Casa Inka in Fountain Valley puts 
in its doorway to greet customers. Space 
here, as it is in all of Laguna Beach, is at a 
premium. In fact, it’s so cramped the serv¬ 
ers are trained to let you pass when you 
get up to go to the restroom. A bar takes 
up most of the real estate, with a sea of 
the usual Laguna Beach regulars of mostly 
blondes and older gents swirling wine 
goblets. If the word Peruvian weren’t sten¬ 
ciled on the window, you might not know 
it from Sundried Tomato Cafe, which is 
what the place was before the owners of 
Inkas, Anna Driggs and her mother Ana 
Montoya, took over. 

When I heard Driggs and Montoya 
were planning to open here, I gathered it 
would be the upmarket version of Inkas 
Irvine. They initially planned to call it 
“Inkas Bistro,” but “Central” seems more 
apropos of what they’re actually trying to 
do here: sell Peruvian food to a moneyed 
crowd who may be used to fancy French 
sauces, but not necessarily polio a la brasa. 

For the benefit of these folks, the agua- 
dito, for instance, doesn’t just come out; 
it’s assembled tableside, with the soup 
poured into a bigger bowl from a smaller 
one. This kind of presentation would be 
kind of overkill for a homey chicken soup 
if the cilantro-tinted green broth wasn’t 
still rocket-hot. But, because the rice and 


veggies are shown initially separated 
from the broth, it does create a sense of 
appreciation that this dish is not just soup. 
It’s closer to a hearty stew. Added to that, 
Central’s aguadito doesn’t skimp on rich¬ 
ness and could actually be considered oily, 
if you care that the top millimeter of the 
liquid is essentially melted chicken fat. 

When you do get around to ordering 
the polio a la brasa from the menu, it’s 
in code. It’s cryptically called “Central’s 
P.A.B.” Though it’s still described as 
“rotisserie chicken,” what you’re served 
are two pieces of hen exquisitely butch¬ 
ered: one piece a leg-and-thigh, the other 
a Frenched breast. Don’t eat it with your 
hands; knife-and-fork it, all the while 
slathering every inch of the meat with 
some aji sauce, the green chile blend 
you’re supposed to use on everything, 
especially the flaky empanadas. 

And it’s the aji that’s the lifeblood of 
Central, the unshakable constant that 
proclaims more loudly than anything else 
that, yes, this is a real Peruvian restaurant. 
The hotness isn’t toned down, even as 
it’s served alongside the butter for your 
bread. You get more aji when you order 
the anticuchos, the Peruvian equivalent 
to kebabs. You want to dunk your skew¬ 
ered beef hearts, shrimp, or cumin-and- 
paprika-smeared char-kissed chicken into 
its jade-green depths, ignoring the two 
other less indelibly memorable sauces 
that are also served on the side. 

About the only thing you don’t use the 
aji on is the ceviche, here made with flaw¬ 
less streaks of sea bass acid-cooked in a 
frothy, lip-puckering liquid made from 
lime juice, onion and chile—a concoction 


Peruvians lovingly call “leche de tigre.” Just 
as legitimate is the chaufa, Central’s take 
on Peruvian fried rice, even if it doesn’t 
have a grain of rice in it. Instead, the 
kitchen uses quinoa (a staple in the Peru¬ 
vian diet before American hipsters claimed 
it) and wok-tosses the tiny starch bubbles 
in a soy-sauce-based stir-fry topped with 
slices of lotus root and fried quail eggs. It’s 
not only the best chaufa I’ve had in recent 
memory, but also the best application of 
quinoa I’ve ever eaten, period. 

Central’s most successful dish is the 
shrimp tacu tacu, three gigantic sauteed 
prawns served with stir-fried tomato 
wedges and onions patiently cooked to 
absorb classic saltado seasonings, then 
perched atop a spicy mix of rice and beans 
surrounded by a moat of a thick sauce 
made from rocoto peppers. This dish, along 
with a deconstructed cheesecake with 
maracuya (passion fruit), works because it 
has it both ways: pretty enough to appeal 
to the Laguna Beach ruling class and bold 
enough to satisfy someone from Lima. 

But still, guess what’s currently the 
most popular dish at Central according 
to Yelp? The Tomato Tower—a salad with 
burrata, avocado and balsamic, whose 
only Peruvian component is the choclo. 

It goes to prove you can bring a real Peru¬ 
vian restaurant to the Laguna Beach elite, 
but you can’t make ’em try the saltado. 


CENTRAL COASTAL PERUVIAN 

361 Forest Ave., Ste. 103, Laguna Beach, 
(949) 715-0801; centralcoastalperuvian.com. 
Open Mon.-Wed., 11 a.m.-IO p.m.;Thurs.-Sat., 
11 a.m.-ll p.m.; Sun., 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Meal for 
two, $50-75, food only. Beer and wine. 


HOLElriltlEWALL 

» GUSTAVO ARELLANO 

Pepper This 
Chicken! 


SENOR POLLO 

11681 Westminster Blvd., Ste. 6A, 
Garden Grove, (714) 539-0205; 
senorpollorestaurant.com. 

T here are hot sauces, and then there's 
the marvel called aji de rocoto that 
Senor Polio in Garden Grove presents to 
every table in a squeeze bottle. You don't 
think much of it because it's served along 
with a bottle of green aji, the Peruvian 
condiment that's more refreshing than 
spicy. So you tend to discount the aji de 
rocoto as you spray it all over your meal, 
dismissing the orange color as more 
indicative of pumpkin than habanero. 

The rocoto, though, is an a I most-mystic a I 
pepper in Peru, a metaphor for the nation 
itself: seemingly polite and nice, but 
ready to crack knuckles when needed. 

You have to ask for rocoto at most 
Peruvian places, and the majority don't 
stock it. But it's one of the many highlights 
at Senor Polio, perfect to put on its name¬ 
sake chicken. This hen has a skin that 
looks, tastes and crackles as if it were 
toffee, encasing soft flesh soaking with a 
soy-based marinade that brings out fla¬ 
vors tart and sweet, hearty, yet light. The 
chicken also appears in the hefty saltado, 
on top of fried rice and enwrapped by 
spaghetti strands in the tallarin. But the 
best way to enjoy the polio is with a half¬ 
order: At just less than $9, with a cargo 
container of French fries, it's the greatest 
chicken special since the one atZankou's. 

Senor Polio sells more than just bird, 
of course. There are more seafood plat¬ 
ters here, everything from fine ceviches 
to an epic bouillabaisse called parihuela 
to poached fish covered in aji panca,yet 
another Peruvian pepper that doesn't get 
enough acclaim (this one is less scorching 
than the rocoto, but no less delicious). Tacu 
tacu is the equivalent of a Hungry-Man din¬ 
ner, a gargantuan stir-fry topped with eggs 
and surrounded by fried plantains. And 
weekends bring anticuchos, chewy beef- 
heart skewers served with a side of rocoto- 
lime sauce. With all the focus on heating 
your taste buds, you'd think Senor Polio was 
run by Mexicans. But pay attention to the 
charango on the soundtrack, listen to the 
soft Spanish spoken by most customers, 
and drown yourself with the rocoto, OC's 
finest hot sauce since Gringo Bandito. 
GARELLANO@OCWEEKLY.COM 
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STICK A FORK IN IT 

BLOGS.OCWEEKLY.COM/STICKAFORKINIT 















Gulesi QMjtui&f 

LAVENTINASPIZZA.COM 

949.675.1980 

2819 NEWPORT BEACH BLVD. 
NEWPORT BEACH, CA 92663 



GENKI SUSHI 


AUGUST SPECIALS 



♦NEW* 
CREAMY 
SHRIMP ROLL 
SPECIAL $2.50 



ASAHI 

DRAFT BEER 


Reg $4.00 
HH $2.00 




SALMON 

SALAD 



Monaiihur.s|l |larnt -i9,:36DCT 
Friday 11am - 10pm 

SatuMa^A llam^iOpirM 
Sunday 11:30am - 8pm 




Westfield Main Place (Next to JCPenny) 
2800 N. Main St. r #1040 Santa Ana r CA 



WEEKLY 


WE LOVE FOOD + DRINK + MUSIC + tUN 


OC Weekly sends a big thank you to all our sponsors, 
featured restaurants and chefs, entertainment and attendees 
for helping make this year's Decadence the best yet and a 
SOLD OUT affair! With close to 2,Q00 attendees and over 50 
restaurant and libation booths, the evening was a true 
celebration of the food and drink culture of Orange County! 
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READERS’ POLL 


Nominate us for 
Best Italian Restaurant! 

www. readerschoice. ocweekly. com 


ralue; limit one per customer—lunch only. 


R1ST0RANTE ITAL1AN0 


Lunch Special: Buy 1 Lunch, 
Get a second half off* 


+ 2025+ 


714 


593 


9099 


HUNTINGTON BEACH 




Zane lamprey Monkey Rum Bottle Signing! 


Friday, August 28th, 6-8pm 

250 OGLE STREET - COSTA MESA, CA 949.650.8463 - HITIMEWINE.NET 



EDWIN G0EI 

Cypress Strong 

Pork cutlet curry at Cafe Hiro 


C afe Hiro’s tonkatsu curry may 
be the finest I’ve had since 
Tokyo. The pork—cut as thick as 
the first Harry Potter book, then 
fried under a light panko crust, with a small 
quivering piece of the fat still attached—is 
great in and of itself: the perfect ratio of 
juice-bursting pork chop to golden-brown 
breading. But then there’s the ocean of 
curry lapping onto the white beachhead of 
rice—a flavorful sludge almost as thick as 
the peanut sauce for Indonesian satay. 

The spicing level for the curry is cus¬ 
tomizable all the way to scorching, but I 
always go for mild. This, I’ve discovered, 
is where all the curry flavor, sweetness 
and richness exist in perfect balance. And 
since curry has been fully adopted into 


EatthisNow 

» EDWIN GOEI 

Japanese culture as pizza has to ours, 

Cafe Hiro offers it with the required con¬ 
diments of pickled shallots, fukujinzuke 
(pickled radish) and rehydrated raisins, all 
of which I use as prodigiously as red pep¬ 
per flakes and Parmesan on a slice of pep- 
peroni. If you’re a Cafe Hiro regular but 
haven’t tried this curry, you’re like a New 
Yorker who has never eaten the pizza. 

CAFE HIRO 

10509 Valley View St., Cypress, (714) 527- 
6090; www.cafehiro.com. 


DrinkoftheWeek 

» ANNE MARIE PANORINGAN 

No. 1 Cocktail at Mr. BBQ 

T he last place you'd expect to order a fancy 
beverage is inside a Korean barbecue joint. 
But at Fullertons popular Mr. BBQ, there's a 
modest gastropub called the Back Room serv¬ 
ing an entirely separate menu of bites, minus 
the grill. You'll likely walk right past the door 
after receiving a pager from the Mr. BBQ host¬ 
ess. But step right in, and get comfy at the bar. 

The stars here are the soju concoctions. 
Only available within the confines of the 
Back Room, they are named simply by num¬ 
ber, so go with the No. 1 Cocktail. 

THE DRINK 

A supremely well-balanced sip, you'll be 
impressed by this complex potion. The foun¬ 
dation is infused with apple and tarragon. 



ANNE MARIE PANORINGAN 

Fruity Lillet Rose wine adds a burst of flavors, 
while house-made orange bitters and crimson 
tea syrup jump in for good measure. Frothy 
egg whites and a zing of lemon bring it home. 

The gorgeous presentation is a bonus! Think 
of the Back Room as your appetizer. And the 
best way to wait for your pager to go off. 

MR. BBQ 

305 N. State College Blvd., 
Fullerton, (714) 441-0000; 
www.mrbbqfullerton.com. 
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Never Been More Her 

In Grandma, Lily Tomlin opens the heart of a righteous crank 

BY STEPHANIE ZACHAREK 


Y oung people are the only ones 
who ever talk about grow¬ 
ing old gracefully. For those 
actually in the thick of it, the 
romance of that notion burns off pretty 
quickly, and wrinkles and creaky joints 
are the least of it: Growing old, grace¬ 
fully or otherwise, means becoming the 
person you were always meant to be, 
only more so. After days, months and 
years of gradual transformation, you 
wake up one day to find out you're 1,000 
percent you. Your good qualities have 
entwined so fixedly with the bad that it's 
hard to distinguish which are which. By 
the time you feel wholly comfortable in 
your own skin, everyone around you may 
find you unbearable. 

Lily Tomlin’s performance in writer/ 
director Paul Weitz’s Grandma doesn’t 
just hint at that idea, but it also lives in 
it. The movie gets off to a shaky start, 
working too hard to establish the unre¬ 
pentant prickliness of Tomlin’s character, 
a widowed poet named Elle. But it gradu¬ 
ally settles and deepens into something 
nuanced and moving, a character study 
that’s not so much about aging, specifi¬ 
cally, as it is about the great and awful pro¬ 
cess of getting to know yourself. As Elle 
finds out, even when you think you know 
everything, there’s always more to learn. 

Grandma opens with a breakup, a 
rather vicious one: The seventy-ish Elle 
is calling it quits with a younger woman 
we quickly ascertain is her girlfriend—it’s 


the sort of breakup in which, believ¬ 
ing you know where a relationship is 
headed, you drive the knife in farther and 
deeper than you need to, pre-emptively 
wounding your partner more than he or 
she could ever hurt you. The girlfriend, 
Olivia (Judy Greer), stands dumbstruck. 
As Elle’s tirade escalates, we learn the 
two have been seeing each other for only 
four months, but that Elle has always 
known the age difference would eventu¬ 
ally become a problem. We learn that 
although she’s been writing poetry lately, 
she’s been lazy about getting it pub¬ 
lished. Writing poetry is all about paring 
language to the essential minimum, and 
we learn just how good Elle is at cutting 
people down, too. 

This is just the beginning of the tart, 
subterranean grandeur Tomlin, who 
has always been a marvelous actress but 
who hasn’t had a leading role in nearly 
30 years, brings to Grandma. Tomlin fills 
out the role as though a tree spreading its 
branches and roots, though she brings a 
superb lightness to it, too: Elle’s acidity 
often has a comic kick—for her, wise¬ 
cracks aren’t just a defense mechanism, 
but also a means of surviving the worst. 

And she needs those wisecracks, per¬ 
haps now more than ever: Her grand¬ 
daughter, Sage (Julia Garner), shows 
up on her doorstep, announcing she’s 
pregnant and needs $600 for an abortion. 
Sage is so ethereal-looking you almost 
can’t quite believe she could conceive 


a human child—with her halo of pale- 
blond curls, she’s like an Arthur Rackham 
fairy. But she’s all too human, and Elle, 
after briefly berating her for her careless¬ 
ness, agrees to help, even though, having 
recently cut up all her credit cards, she’s 
low on funds herself. The two pile into 
Elle’s car, a bumptiously elegant 1955 
Dodge Royal (Tomlin’s own, bought in 
1975), in search of the money Sage needs 
to solve her problem. 

During this road trip, the thorny, 
multi-dead-end map of family resent¬ 
ments is laid out. Sage doesn’t dare tell 
her distracted businesswoman mother, 
Judy (played, with both sharpness and 
subtlety, by Marcia Gay Harden), about 
the pregnancy. Elle isn’t speaking to Judy, 
either—the two have had a falling-out. 
What’s more, all three women are still in 
mourning for Violet, Elle’s longtime part¬ 
ner, Judy’s mom and Sage’s other grand¬ 
mother: She died not so long ago, after 
suffering through an illness. Grandma is 
a multigenerational story in which men 
are side players, though they’re not com¬ 
pletely negligible. In one of the movie’s 
finest and most piercing scenes, Elle and 
Sage seek out one of Elle’s old friends, 
who, it turns out, was at one time some¬ 
thing more. Karl (Sam Elliott) is happy 
enough to see Elle, but he’s puzzled, too. 
What follows is part tender reconciliation, 
part brutal showdown. It’s also a point of 
reckoning for Elle, who has a seemingly 
endless ability to inflict damage on other 


people. (Elliott was recently seen in Brett 
Haley’s intimately magnificent comedy- 
drama I’ll See You in My Dreams , and he’s 
just as terrific here.) 

Elle seems to not care she has caused 
pain—and yet she betrays, in the smallest 
of ways, that she does care. Temperamen¬ 
tally, Tomlin’s character in Grandma is 
nothing like the one she played so long 
ago in Robert Altman’s Nashville, a dutiful, 
married mother of two who succumbs to 
the seductive charms of Keith Carradine’s 
singer/songwriter Casanova. But watch¬ 
ing Tomlin here, as a woman who is 1,000 
percent herself and could perhaps use a 
little dilution, I kept thinking of that scene 
in Nashville— possibly its most beautiful- 
in which Carradine sings to Tomlin from 
the stage of a packed club. She listens, her 
face immobile but as filled with feeling as 
a cupful of tears. She knows that even if 
he has dozens or hundreds of lovers, this 
song is only for her. The song is every¬ 
thing, and not just for the moment—it’s 
something to be carried forward for the 
rest of life, even after the lover is long 
gone. Tomlin packed a lifetime of future 
feeling into those few moments of Nash¬ 
ville. In Grandma, she shows us the after- 
math of the song. The short version: Life 
went on. It was terrible. It was wonderful. 

GRANDMA 

was written and directed by Paul Weitz; and 
stars Lily Tomlin, Julia Garner, Judy Greer, 
Marcia Gay Harden and Sam Elliott. 
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OPENING 

AMERICAN ULTRA Nima Nourizadeh's 
American Ultra is a bloody valentine 
attached to a bomb. It's violent, brash, 
inventive, and horrific, and perhaps the 
most romantic film of the year. Jesse 
Eisenberg and Kristen Stewart star as 
Mike and Phoebe, two West Virginia Ston¬ 
ers blissed out on weed and each other. 
"We're the perfect fucked-up couple," 
Mike beams, before admitting that she's 
perfect and he's the fuck-up. And as the 
movie starts, Mike's scraped up the cash 
for a chintzy engagement ring so he can 
spend the rest of his life kinda ruining hers: 
having panic attacks that prevent them 
from traveling, forcing her to cook lest he 
burn down the house, and supporting them 
on his meager paycheck from the mini¬ 
mart. With other actors, this could play like 
slapstick. But Eisenberg mines Mike for 
pathos—he's not a punch line, he's a flake 
who knows he's his own worst enemy. 


Yet it's Stewart who makes this loony love 
story work. She takes what could easily 
be a simple supportive-girlfriend role—a 
cheerleader enabler—and fills Phoebe 
with a rainbow of emotions. The big twist is 
none of us know exactly who Mike is—not 
even Mike. One night outside the Cash & 
Carry, Mike looks up at the stars, and this 
disheveled domestic drama turns into a 
thriller, with the CIA out to murder Mike. It's 
no shock to moviegoers that Mike has been 
programmed with surprise skills, though 
it is to him. We've seen that plot point in 
a dozen dumb movies. What's shocking 
is how smart American Ultra is at being 
dumb—its emotional intelligence is off the 
charts. (R) Amy Nicholson. Countywide. 

GRANDMA See "Never Been More Her," 
page 23. 

ONGOING 

THE GIFT From the trailer, and just from its 
initial vibe, Joel Edgerton's directorial debut 



★ ★ ★ ★ 

“IT’S IMPOSSIBLE NOT TO FALL IN 
LOVE WITH ‘MISTRESS AMERICA’.” 

Joe Neumaier, DAILY-NEWS 


“Funny, blithely witty, emotionally 
intricate and terrifically touching.” 

Joe Morgenstern, THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. 

“Vibrates with smarts and sexiness. 
Greta Gerwig is the mistress of all 
things comedy.” 

Peter Travers, 'RQflittgStOtlG 


greta gerwig 
lola kirke 


america * ! 


directed by 

noah baumbach 

written by 

noah baumbach & greta gerwig 


llilMIOBilSIlKIISlIIIEKIII 

lUIEir'IllliOiElEilR 1 : 

MistressAmericaTheMovie.com 


dtbacko. muon / sEARCHL|GHt \ 

□□.““"I' — 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 

STARTS FRIDAY, AUGUST 21 


IRVINE 

Edwards University Town Center 6 
(844) 462-7342 #143 


The Gift looks like your stock "When bad 
things happen to good people" thriller, com¬ 
plete with a soulful pet dog you just know is 
going to get it. But dog lovers, and everyone 
else, should know that Edgerton (who also 
wrote the script and co-stars in the film) 
isn't out for the cheap, predictable jolt. The 
dog ends up being okay; it's the humans 
who suffer, but even then, Edgerton is more 
interested in exploring the darker reaches of 
human culpability, regret, and compassion— 
and in building and sustaining a simmering 
tension—than in loading up on gore or vio¬ 
lence. What he comes up with is subtle, sin¬ 
ister, and surprisingly effective, particularly 
in the way it views men who stomp around 
importantly, busy with their various pissing 
contests and the general business of running 
the world. Justin Bateman and Rebecca Hall 
play Simon and Robin, a couple preparing 
to relocate from cramped Chicago to a spa¬ 
cious midcentury-modern house somewhere 
in California. And then, like a bit of bad news 
in a plaid shirt, one of Simon's old class¬ 
mates shows up. Edgerton's Gordo—known, 
in his schooldays, as Gordo the Weirdo—is 
socially bumbling and largely unreadable, 
but possibly harmless. But he also appears 
to be taking an unhealthy interest in Robyn. 
Hall's Robyn is both the key to the movie and 
its anchor. The film's wrap-up has missteps, 
but Hall does everything right. (R) Stephanie 
Zacharek. Countywide. 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE: ROGUE 
NATION Mission: Impossible is Tom 
Cruise's blockbuster plaything, a toy chest he 
offers to directors who catch his eye. Cruise 
used it to resurrect Brian De Palma, capital¬ 
ize on John Woo, transition J.J. Abrams 
from TV to film, and shift Brad Bird from 
pixels to a real man. Cruise allowed each 
helmerto adapt his own Ethan Hunt. To De 
Palma, Hunt was a whizkid. For Woo, a horn- 
dog. Abrams: a husband. Bird: a cartoon. 
Cruise—not his character—is the only con¬ 
stant, plus his returning bros Ving Rhames 
and Simon Pegg and whatever new leggy, 
longhaired brunette chooses to accept. (This 
time it's newcomer Rebecca Ferguson, and 
boy are we lucky to have her.) Here, Ethan 
Hunt is a cousin of Jack Reacher—the first 
film where Christopher McQuarrie directed 
Cruise—only without the quips. McQuarrie, 


writer of The Usual Suspects, gives Rogue 
Nation a suspicious street smarts. People 
don't just plan—they double- and triple-think 
the enemy, not that the plot matters more 
than a mousetrap. McQuarrie loves blunder¬ 
ing into a brawl, but he's too twitchy to shoot 
great action. One spinning motorcycle stunt 
would have killed if he'd pulled back so we 
could actually see it. Strapping Cruise to an 
airplane is a zippy idea, yet in execution, I 
found myself distracted by how the wind 
flattened his hair to his forehead like a 
sweaty preacher's toupee. Better is a simple, 
circus-act move where Cruise monkeys up a 
pole doing what I can only describe as hori¬ 
zontal crunches. (He'd make a mint in Magic 
Mike 3.) There's also a fine car chase and 
motorcycle dash that combine everything 
Cruise does well: insane physics, credible 
danger, and human fragility. (PG-13) Amy 
Nicholson. Countywide. 

RICKIANDTHE FLASH Jonathan Demme's 
rock 'n' roll dramedy Ricki and the Flash 
exists in a wormhole where the last five 
decades of pop culture are a blur. There's 
66-year-old Meryl Streep, playing a broke 
singer who ditched her family to dominate 
the stage with the whiskey growl of Janis 
Joplin and the jangly jewelry and thigh-high 
boots of Heart's Nancy Wilson. The broad 
strokes of Ricki's life have truth. Women— 
especially of her era—are supposed to grow 
up, play nice, and stay home. Those who 
leave their husband and three kids, as Ricki 
did twenty years before the movie starts, are 
demonized. What's refreshing about Diablo 
Cody's script is that Ricki never feels a lick 
of regret. The plot kicks off when Ricki's 
daughter Julie (real-life Streep scion Mamie 
Gummer) attempts suicide after her husband 
leaves her, forcing her estranged mom to fly 
home to provide comfort—or really, a fresh 
target for Julie's wrath. Other movies would 
pressure Ricki to fix her "mistake." Instead, 
Ricki and Julie skulk around Indianapolis 
gorging on donuts, getting witchy manicures, 
and frightening the squares. And where 
Ricki can't compute basic bitches, Demme 
despises them. You sense Cody wanting to 
tell a rich story about a rebel with flaws. Yet 
Demme sprints through Ricki's sins, crowns 
her a saint, and spends the rest of the run¬ 
ning time taking potshots at women who 
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0 Critics’Pick 

“BLINDINGLY BEAUTIFUL AND 
METICULOUSLY ASSEMBLED.” 

-JEANNETTE CATSOULIS 

“A MOVING TALE OF SUPER 
HUMAN PERSEVERANCE.” 

-THE PLAYLIST 

★★★★“BREATHTAKING.” 

-TOM KEOGH, THE SEATTLE TIMES 

MERU 

BELIEVE IN THE IMPOSSIBLE 


sundance 


A FILM BY JIMMY CHIN AND ELIZABETH CHAI VASARHELYI 



STARTS FRIDAY, 
AUGUST 21 


IRVINE 

Edwards University Town Center 6 
(844) 462-7342 #143 


LAGUNA NIGUEL 

Regency Directors Cut Cinema 
at Rancho Niguel (949) 831-0446 


decorate their homes with signs squealing, 

"I would give up chocolate, but I'm not a 
quitter." If only Demme shot a scene of Ricki 
stubbing out a joint on a Cathy comic strip. 
(PG-13) Amy Nicholson. Countywide. 

SHAUN THE SHEEP MOVIE The worst 
thing you can say about stop-motion kids 
adventure Shaun the Sheep Movie is that 
it's a feature-length series of sight gags. 
Based on the popular British TV series, 
Shaun the Sheep Movie revolves around 
the pantomime humor of the woolly title 
character (Justin Fletcher) leading a 
flock of sheep in finding and returning the 
Farmer (John Sparkes), their bumbling 
owner, to home after he sustains a mem- 
ory-and-personality-erasing bump on the 
head. Shaun and friends' adventures aren't 
motivated by anything more complex than a 
circumstantial imperative to avoid capture 
by Trumper (Omid Djalili), a clueless animal 
control warden. The search for the Farmer 
does not incidentally relate any life lessons 
nor provide insights about family or group 
dynamics. Instead, the filmmakers offer a 
consistently enjoyable series of pratfalls 
and chase scenes, all expertly timed and 
crafted. Like other feature films produced 
by Aardman Studios ( Wallace and Gromit, 
Chicken Run), the film's stop-motion ani¬ 
mation lends the sets and characters a 
distinctive handmade look. The arduous 
nature of its creation forced the creators 
to focus on the pacing and choreography 
of their exceptional set pieces. As a result, 
even minor comedy routines, like the scene 
where Shaun and his sheep friends dress 
up in human clothes and reflexively imitate 
everything a neighboring customer does, 
win a steady stream of laughs—this is a 
superior gag-delivery vehicle. Like a great 
amusement park ride, Shaun the Sheep 
Movie is consistently enjoyable. (PG) 

Simon Abrams. Countywide. 

STRAIGHT OUTTA COMPTON A gen 
eration after N.W.A shouted "Fuck the 
police!" neighborhoods across America—in 
Ferguson, Cleveland, Staten Island, 

Baltimore—still ache to hear it. Ice Cube's 
blast at cops who "think they have the 
authority to kill a minority" echoes. Director 
F. Gary Gray edits the LAPD into Straight 
Outta Compton, the N.W.A biopic, like they're 
Jason in a Friday the 13th movie, always 
lurking: Their cars roll by in the background, 
their sirens wail, their officers tackle the 
group again and again just for being in the 
"wrong" place, i.e., in front of their recording 
studio, or on the sidewalk outside a friend's 
house. But halfway through, the filmmakers 
decide that what audiences really want is 
label contract disputes. The second chunk 
is a grind where Cube, then Dre, peel away 
from Jerry Heller's (Paul Giamatti) Ruthless 
Records, team up with new business 
partners, and then leave them, too. In a 
150-minute film, that's a lot of paperwork. 
Both Dre and Cube produce, and seem to 
have edited the script with a red pen. The 
surviving rappers have smudged everything 
that might make them look like creeps or 
chumps, beveling so many rough edges that 
their screen selves become blank slates. It's 
left to Eazy-E, the deceased member who 
can't sue, to give their story life. As Eazy-E, 
newcomer Jason Mitchell swaggers and 
threatens, cowers and makes destructive 
choices, imbuing the film with his deluded, 
squeaky-voiced soul. By contrast, when 
Cube (Ice Cube's oldest son, O'Shea Jackson 
Jr., who is excellent) smashes up a record 
exec's (Tate Ellington) office for skimping 
on his royalties, the scene frames him as a 
'hood hero triumphing over The Man. (R) 
Amy Nicholson. Countywide. 
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Spirited Away 


Rothick Art Haus closes with a Hayao Miyazaki tribute 

BY DAVE BARTON 



mV BY GALOU I PROVIDED BY 3TARTS 


A t the end of this month, 

6 -year-old independent 
gallery Rothick Art Haus 
will close shop. Husband - 
and-wife team Kelly Castillo and Nick 
Rothweiler, two of Orange County’s con¬ 
sistently interesting curators, will trans¬ 
mogrify their intimate space into DRK 
HAUS Fine Art Photography. We’ll write 
more about them when they’ve made the 
change-over, but here’s your last chance 
to get a taste of what Rothick did so well: 
Their last gesture of artistic goodwill is 
hosting 3tArts’ “Spirit of the Wind: A Stu¬ 
dio Ghibli Tribute Show.” 

Arriving from the pop-obsessed trio of 
Katie McAtee, Stephanie Han and Jane 
Estantino—the 3tArts curators behind last 
year’s wildly successful “Moon Crisis: A 
Sailor Moon Tribute Art Show”—“Spirit” 
focuses on genius Hayao Miyazaki’s Stu¬ 
dio Ghibli, the animation company he co- 
founded in 1985 after the release of Nau- 
sicaa of the Valley of the Wind. Beloved 
in Japan, an underground U.S. favorite 
via bootlegs, Studio Ghibli skyrocketed 
to international attention when Disney 
began distributing its anime, including 
My Neighbor Totoro, Princess Mononoke, 
Kiki’s Delivery Service and the Oscar-win¬ 
ning Spirited Away. 

In Studio Ghibli’s pioneering work, 
young women don’t transform into god¬ 
desses to be strong and smart; equally 
adept at healing, wielding a bow and 
arrow, or starting their own business, they 
face their conflicts head on, triumphing 
against the darkly chaotic, often magi¬ 
cal forces arrayed against them. Despite 
the claim that it’s a Studio Ghibli tribute, 
there seems to be some confusion on the 
part of the curators, since the show basi¬ 
cally focuses on Miyazaki’s oeuvre and 
riffs on his popular imagery, with only 
a negligible handful tackling movies he 
didn’t direct. (As a side note, the Nausicaa 
pieces shouldn’t be in the show at all; even 
though Miyazaki directed it, it’s not a Stu¬ 
dio Ghibli film.) 

Each piece was chosen by a consensus 
of its curators and hung in an accessible, 
easy-to-view fashion by McAtee, with 
much of the art perfect for any imagina¬ 
tive child’s bedroom, but also appealing to 
adults. Jeff Thomas’ watercolor of Sheeta 
and Pazu from Laputa: Castle In the Sky, 
with the two children floating in clouds 
midair, is an idyll of simple stylization. 
Sarah Webb’s gorgeous New Life also 
samples imagery from Laputa, but in a 
lush way reminiscent of illustrators Wil¬ 
liam James Aylward and Howard Pyle. 
The mossy robot makes another appear¬ 
ance in Grace Kim’s gentle watercolor 


and gouache Ghibli Creatures, wrapping 
metallic arms protectively around susu- 
watari (soot sprites), Totoros and kodama 
(tree spirits). 

Leslie Strock’s paper and gouache work 
is filled with an infectiously joyful life and 
movement. Her Arriety’s [sic] bright-red 
dress blossoms out as the miniature girl 
bounces on a flower, and I was infatuated 
enough with her Kiki— the young witch 
flying on her broom alongside friend 
Tombo, who’s riding a bike—that I bought 
it myself. Jackie Huang’s deft work with 
paper is repeated in the layers of Totoro 
Stroll, the title character walking through 
a forest while holding hands with the Chu 
Totoro, as the tiny white Chibi Totoro bal¬ 
ances on his head. Diane Nguyen’s stun¬ 
ning mixed media To You is two shadow 
boxes, one with a paper figure of goldfish 
princess Ponyo underwater, and one with 
Sosuke, the boy that loves her, by the sea¬ 
side. Foya’s robust watercolor of Chihiro 
running through the creepy, brightly 
colored ghost world in Spirited Away is a 
real find, with the flip side, Watchers In 
the Wood by Drew Walker, a dark charcoal 
and Conte drawing of Ashitaka and his 
elk, with San up a tree filled with kodama, 
spying on him, like something out of 
Grimm’s. 

The most imaginative include Lian’s 
very cool Copic marker and India ink Yan¬ 
kee Spirit, posing five male characters as a 
bespectacled J-pop boy band. YumaRan- 
ken’s crocheted yarn Totoro mashup— 


dressed like Oliver, the young protagonist 
in the video game Ni No Kuni— is also a 
delight. The most expensive and unusual 
piece is Vanessa Walon’s labor-intensive 
haute-couture gown, dressed with tulle, 
feathers and Studio Ghibli characters. 
There are dozens of equally remarkable 
pieces I left out here because I wanted 
to focus on handmade work. While I 
respect and enjoy art made with software, 
it doesn’t work here because the show is 
simply too top-heavy with digital prints, a 
dismal irony in a tribute exhibit celebrat¬ 
ing animated films that were primarily 
drawn by hand. 

Not to say “Spirit of the Wind” is a 
disappointment. As with “Moon Crisis,” 
3tArts celebrates the power of young 
women, including female artists, and pro¬ 
vides a place for fans (male and female) 
to share culture. This is also its last show 
here in OC—we’re losing the group to 
an LA gallery—and that’s a damn shame. 
There was a LONG line opening night, 
so both the curators and the gallery are 
getting a good send-off, but take the time 
to visit Rothick and 3tArts before they 
disappear. Thank them for their hard, 
often-ignored work as innovators, then 
give them some sugar for us. 


"SPIRIT OF THE WIND: A STUDIO 
GHIBLI TRIBUTE SHOW" 
presented by 3tArts at Rothick Art Haus, 170 
S. Harbor Blvd., Anaheim, (714) 829-8283; 
www.3tarts.us. Open Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. 


Trend Zilla 

»LP HASTINGS 

Church for 
Your Skin 

Ma IJlfhen people come inside, the 
V V first word out of their mouth is 
'beautiful,'" says Kelly Arnold, "and they 
leave feeling beautiful, too." Arnold is the 
owner of the new Huntington Beach sug¬ 
aring shop and spa Almery & Co. With the 
help of her husband, Arnold converted a 
cold office space into an oasis for women. 

"We have a passion for collecting and 
had storage [units] full of antique furniture, 
but we never knew what to do with it all," 
she says. With some polishing and paint 
in a muted palette, the space transformed 
into a modern Victorian parlor that even 
Anthropologie designers would envy. 

Although the "beauty" comes from the 
soul of the business, "I try to help people 
be realistic about their skin," Arnold says. 
"We shouldn't punish ourselves for hav¬ 
ing wrinkles, lines and natural features." 
While she believes intensive treatments 
have a place, it's not at Almery. "I've 
found that skin responds well when it's 
nurtured. It does so much work to protect 
us from the elements and our own habits, 
so everything I do—from facials to sugar¬ 
ing—is to nurture the skin back to health." 

This philosophy makes Almery a respite 
for women who've experienced sugar¬ 
ing horror stories. "My appointments are 
longer than at most shops," Arnold says. "I 
don't rush, and I create time for extra treat¬ 
ments like a mud mask and vitamin serum." 

Plus, Arnold lovingly manufactures 
some of her own organic products. When 
she first began experimenting with skin 
care, she worked out of a walk-in closet 
that stored all her oils. "That's where 
Almery comes from," she explains. "It's an 
old word that means cupboard or pantry, 
sometimes a little recess in a church 
wall where sacred oils are kept." We say 
Almery & Co. is like church for your skin. 


ALMERY & CO. 
5200 Warner Ave., Ste. 101, 
Huntington Beach, (714) 840-1702; 
www.almeryandcompany.com. Follow 
it on Instagram: @almeryandco. 



0 MORE ONLINE » 

OCWEEKLY.COM 
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NEXT 

THURSDAY 


OC Weekly’s 20th Anniversary Issue premiers on 
newsstands August 27th 2015. Pick up your collector’s 
issue to enjoy a truly commemorative masterpiece of 
features from writers 

Pad6 and Ptedentl 


•AjoL/4hJbU& H Scan, V.p- 

IN THIS ONE OF t KIND ISSUE! i—i 

Lri FOR OUR NEWSLETTERS 

CONTACT YOUR ^ TO KEEP UP ON OC WEEKLY’S 
ACCOUNT REPRESENTATIVE SPECIAL ISSUES AND EVENTS AT 

TODAY OR CALL r - ocweekly.com/signup 

714.550.5900 U 



JOSH CHESLER 

Family, Man 

Jess Yen of My Tattoo 


T he first thing you notice upon 
entering My Tattoo in Hun¬ 
tington Beach is the line of 
major awards displayed by 
owner Jess Yen. Having inked people 
for well more than two decades, it’s not 
surpiring he picked up some accolades 
along the way. 

But Yen is relatively humble. He would 
rather talk about the other members of his 
tattooing “family.” 

‘We’re a family system, so I’m the only 
one who can train my own guys,” Yen says. 
“I don’t trust people from outside of the 
shop—everyone has an ego or too much 
pride. I’ve only ever accepted two outside 
people who wanted to work here, and that’s 
Andre [Rennard] and Damien [Ornelas]. 
They survive here because they have the 
same patience and dedication that I have.” 

Yen won’t tattoo someone if he’s not 
entirely pleased with how the design 
came out—and he expects the same from 
Rennard, Ornelas and shop manager Andy 
Tran. If he spends several hours drawing 
up the stencil for a full sleeve only to have 
it not look quite right when placed on the 
client’s skin, he’ll redraw the tattoo, often 
costing himself up to $2,000 in a single 
day. And the 42-year-old seemingly insists 
the others share that goal of perfection. 

“Andre does very good Americana 
[traditional], and Damien does all custom 
work, and it’s all super-clean. He can do 
almost anything you ask for,” Yen says. 
“Andy was my student, so he does realism 
and Oriental tattooing.” 

It’s his “illustrative realism Oriental” 
(not Japanese, as Yen’s tattoo style is 
much like his ethnicity, with a variety of 
Asian influences) style of tattooing that 
has drawn Yen so much acclaim. He keeps 
the flow, storytelling aspects and content 
from traditional Asian tattooing, but he 
mixes in the details, shadows and three- 
dimensional perspectives of more modern 


Under 
Their Skin 

» JOSH CHESLER 

realism to appeal to a broader Ameri¬ 
can audience. “I started with Japanese 
traditional-style work, but just doing that 
kind of work in America makes it hard to 
earn money,” says Yen, who grew up and 
started his tattooing career in Taipei. “It’s 
like when McDonald’s goes to Asia: They 
change the flavor.” 

Yen didn’t come to America to be a 
tattoo artist, though. He moved to New 
York in 1997 to pursue a master’s degree 
in interior design, but he realized that 
winters in the northeast weren’t his ideal. 
In March 1998, he moved to SoCal, where 
he continued chasing his interior-design 
dreams while drawing portraits on the 
Santa Monica boardwalk and tattooing 
on the side. Yen ran a shop in LA before 
opening up My Tattoo in Alhambra, then 
moving to Huntington Beach almost three 
years ago. Yen was aware of the abun¬ 
dance of tattoo parlors in HB, so he made 
sure to go about everything the right way. 
“There’s a law that says there can only 
be five tattoo shops on Beach Boulevard, 
so I spent a lot of money to buy one that 
wasn’t doing well, take everything out 
and design the whole thing myself,” Yen 
says. “I went with a more industrial look 
instead of Oriental because I didn’t want 
to be just an Oriental shop. 

“There are so many great tattoo artists 
in OC,” he continues. “I want to be a part 
of the OC crew.” 

MY TATTOO 
17845 Beach Blvd., Huntington Beach, 
(714) 847-8484; www.mytats.com. Follow 
Jess Yen on Instagram: @jessyentattoo. 
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STAINLESS STEEL, STEEL ELECTRIC MOTORS, MAGNESIUM 
CARBIDE, INSULATED COPPER, EXCESS INVENTORY, HI-TEMP 
ALLOYS, CPO, WHITE LEDGER, PLASTIC 

CLIP THIS COUPON 


ALUMINUM CANS $1.95 LB. 

CA. REDEMP. // Clean & Dry 


News Paper Mill Grace & Dry.95 TON 

Cardboard (Dry).llOTON 

Plastic (PET) CRV..$1.17/LB 

Glass CRV..$.105/LB 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR ALL 
INDUSTRIAL SCRAP 


SCRAP STEEL $100 GROSS TON 
- $150 GROSS TON 


■ ALUMINUM copper i 


-EXTRUSION.50-70 [CENT)/LB 

"CAST. .40-60 [CENT)/LB 

■ PTD.40-60 [CENT)/LB 

WHEELS.60-80 [CENT)/LB 

IMLC .45-65 [CENT)/LB 

PRICES QUOTED OVER 100LBS 
■ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


BRIGHT SHINY....2.20-2.40/LB - 

#1TUBIN.2.00-2.30/LB 1 

#2 TUBING.1.90-2.20/LB | 

PRICES QUOTED OVER 100LBS 
ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE I 

BRASS - 

YELLOW BRASS 1.30-160 /LB 1 

RED BRASS.1.50-180/LB ■ 

AUTO RADIAT0RS....1.10-135 /LB 
ALTERNATOR/COPPER RADIA- 1 


1 04IMWBST 

METALS, INC. 

I 1150 N. Anaheim Blvd. Anaheim I Se Habla Espanol 
fc 7M-635-0470 l^ax 71 4-490-027^ Ex^ 8/27/15 
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TATTOO STUDIO & 



www.OuterLimitsTattoo.com 


LONG BEACH (OLDEST SHOP IN THE U.S.) 
22 S. CHESTNUT PLACE 
LONG BEACH | 562-437-9121 



COSTA MESA (AT THE CAMP) 
2981 BRISTOL ST. #B4 
COSTA MESA | 714-241-8287 



Nominate Us 
for Best Vape 
Shop! 4^ 

Mention this ad ^ 
for $3 off 

our house E-Juice. I 


readerschoice.ocweeklycom 



SPOIL $0ME0N£ 
SPECIAL AT. 


Hit 


PTUNE’S 


£ff|774. 761.8325 

71 1 , [/ Ri Ana Urn 


SUN-THURS NOON-MIDNIGHT 
FRI-SAT N00N-2AM 

50% OFF 
2 ND HOUR 

AJwm-4:OOfm. OUl(/ 

(With Ad. Excludes Holidays) 

A UNIQUE DESTINATION FOR 
DATING, RELAXING OR A 
ROMANTIC ESCAPE 



^ ■ u Arm u m u with full-length 

M u mm m m feature film 

Sat. • Aug. 22 • 8 p.m. 

Gates open at 6 p.m. for picnicking 
Irvine Meadows Amphitheatre 

Pacific Symphony — Richard Kaufman, conductor 

A symphonic night at the movies! 

Enjoy J.J. Abrams' blockbuster film, starring Chris 
Pine as Captain Kirk and Zachary Quinto as Spock, 
as Pacific Symphony delivers a live performance of 
Academy Award-winner Michael Giacchino's score 

Come dressed as your favorite 
StarTrek character! 

©2009 Paramount Pictures. ^flJLJr 

™CBS Studios Inc. All Rights reserved. 


ORANGE COUNTY 


UKA1NUL LUU1N II . 

REGISTER & 


AVENUE 


■ | fin 915 


Kids 

under 14 
1/2-price 

in most 
sections 


Tickets from $25 
Call (714) 755-5799 
PacificSymphony.org 


ORANGE COUNTY'S 

Pacific Symphony 

__CARL ST. CLAIR | MUSIC DIRECTOR 
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milSiOlartists sounds shows 



FRED MORLEDGE 

Ska Reconquista 

La Banda Skalavera’s wall of horns gets a second wind 

BY NATE JACKSON 


T he mark of a great band is not 
measured by the size of the 
crowd they draw at the height 
of their career, but by the size 
of the hole left in the music scene when 
they break up. When La Banda Skalavera 
called it quits around 2013, that hole was 
pretty damn big—and not just because 
their sprawling lineup (10 to 13 mem¬ 
bers, most of which made up their “wall 
of horns” brass section). As one of the 
pioneering Latin ska bands in Southern 
California, they proved that a kid from the 
barrio could skank to Jamaican riddims, 
headbang to heavy metal, get in the pit for 
a punk show, and still salsa his ass off. For 
15 years, La Banda Skalavera was Latin ska 
at its biggest and boldest. 

“I remember, at one point, we had, like, 
nine horns and percussion, keyboards, a 
13-piece band,” says lead singer/guitar- 
ist George “Yorgo” Mercado. ‘We tried to 
project as much energy as possible to keep 
the crowd listening and not get them bored. 
That’s why we’d change it up from one song 
to the next; it keeps the crowd listening.” 

Mercado says La Banda Skalavera rarely 
had a bad show. But after a while, it was 
clear ska wasn’t paying the bills. Despite 
an endless supply of weekend gigs and 
incessant touring, the members were left 
with little cash to bring home after all the 
expenses needed to keep the band run¬ 
ning. Over the years, musicians rotated 
in and out of the band until Mercado was 


the only original member. “I would say 
we have enough ex-members to do three 
or four different LBS groups,” the singer 
jokes. But the lack of a core lineup put a 
damper on the band, and Mercado offi¬ 
cially put them on hiatus a few times, start¬ 
ing in 2012. “We were all just burned out at 
that point,” he admits. 

Fortunately, the sleeping giant of Latin 
ska has awakened. This weekend, La 
Banda Skalavera play a comeback show, 
supported by a laundry list of Latin ska, 
punk and rock bands, including 8Kalacas, 
Chencha, La Pobreska and many more. 
More than a decade and a half since their 
debut, there’s no doubt that putting the 
band back together after the addition of 
kids, marriage and 9-to-5 jobs requires 
the members to be even more resolute in 
their mission to reclaim their role in the 
SoCal ska scene. “The way I see it, it’s 
like bringingback the band, but it’s a new 
phase. I’m 37 years old now, and I started 
the band when I was 20, so there’s a big 
difference,” Mercado says. 

At the time they formed in 1998, the 
popularity of third-wave ska was already 
waning, which made a huge band such 
as La Banda Skalavera a rarity. Mercado, 
bassist Alex Bendana, drummer Gerardo 
Cisneros and original singer Robert Rios 
were facing a musical landscape in LA 
that was way more into Spanish rock. 
Combining their experiences in punk, 
cumbia and traditional Latin folk bands, 


the band’s hybrid sound wasn’t an easy fit 
with other local outfits, whose styles were 
closer to Goth and metal. On the other 
hand, ska purists sometimes derided them 
for mixing too many other styles into their 
brand of horn-driven music. 

The band eventually found their fan 
base, who supported them at venues 
ranging from the Roxy in Hollywood to 
Chain Reaction in Anaheim. Mosh pits 
swirled as the rhythm section rumbled in 
time with sharp brass and skittering gui¬ 
tar, and even gabachos shout along to their 
Spanish lyrics on tracks such as “Injusto” 
and “No Esta Mai,” the title track on their 
first album. 

Before the band’s revival, living a life 
without music was taking its toll on Mer¬ 
cado, who had performed nonstop for 15 
years. After La Banda Skalavera broke up, 
he found that nothing could replicate for 
him the feeling of making a crowd lose 
their minds and dance all night. “Music has 
always been psychologically and emotion¬ 
ally therapeutic for me,” he says. “I’m pretty 
much an introvert in my everyday life, and 
the only time I get to express how I feel is 
through my lyrics and being onstage.” 

Last year, he says, he fell into a depres¬ 
sion after not picking up his guitar for 
months. “So I started playing and calling 
up some of the guys to jam, and slowly but 
surely, everybody was like, ‘We gotta do 
this again, man; it just feels right.’” 

While much of the band’s catalog 


remains unreleased, Mercado says that 
will change soon. Plans to release their 
first new single in years will be followed 
up by an album early next year. “We have 
about two more albums of stuff that’s been 
recorded but never released because we 
never got the chance to really finish it,” 
Mercado says. “Right now, with this come¬ 
back show, we’ve got a new manager and 
a whole new production to help us out, so 
it takes a bit of that responsibility away so 
we can focus on the music.” 

The ska scene is much different from 
when La Banda Skalavera started. With 
a new, growing scene of traditional ska, 
skacore and Latin ska, Mercado says, the 
scene feels much more vibrant and a bet¬ 
ter place to step in once again as the big¬ 
gest, baddest bunch of rude boys to grace 
a SoCal stage. Best of all, they can fill the 
hole they left in the heart of OC ska. 

“I feel like my music has matured a lot, 
and I have a lot more inside me that I want 
people to see and hear,” Mercado says. “The 
scene has grown tremendously.... I think 
it’s gonna be a great thing, a positive thing.” 


LA BANDA SKALAVERA 

perform with 8Kalacas, Chencha, La 
Pobreska, Matamoska, Cafe con Tequila, 
La Surcursal de la Cumbia, Mafia Rusa, 
River Ratts, Los Pedos and more at the 
Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa 
Ana, (714) 957-0600; www.observatoryoc. 

com. Fri., 7 p.m. $13. All ages. 














RANCH 


SALOON 

WESTERN 

UNDERGROUND 

Chris LeDoux’s Band 
Featuring Son Ned LeDoux! 

SUNDAY 
AUGUST 3Q th 

1025 E. Ball Road, Anaheim, CA 92805 
714.817.4200 



Live In Concert! 

The Doo-Wah Riders 7:00pm 
Western Underground 8:00pm 
Tickets Available through TicketWeb.com 
or in THE RANCH Saloon Box Office 



The Kellye Huff & 
Arnie Newman Band 


SALOON l 

ORANGE COUNTY’S PREMIER ; ^ L 
OUNTRY MUSIC & DANCE VENUE ~ 1 *TH| S \ 


COUNTRY MUSIC & DANCE VENUE 

Free Dance Lessons Wednesday-Sunday 
Live Music Friday & Saturday Night 


View Live & See For Yourself! live.theranch.com/ocw 

1025 E. Ball Road, Anaheim, CA 92805 



WE ARE 

Orange County’s 

hub for music news, 
concert schedules, 
reviews, band profiles 
& ticket giveaways. 

SIGN UP NOW 

TO GAIN ACCESS! 


OCWEEKLY.COM/SIGNUP 


WEEKLY 
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MUSIC 

SOURCE 


DJ DEPENDS 


THIS 
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Saturday, September 26th 


3459 Via fcido, Newport Beach, Gft 
fcidolive.eom 




*£ IN CONC 


A Night wiflfBIU Medley WT he^Un 
/Thursday, August 20th 'Saturday, SeptenTBer 


vEKi 1 m » 


With Crimes of Pasion 


Saturday; August 29th 


UEEN NaTI 


www.qu««nnation.<om 


BRND5 


Andrew Dice Clay 

Friday, October 2nd 
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CITY NATIONAL 

GROVE 

OF ANAHEIM 


714.712.2700 2200 E. Katella Ave. citynationalgroveofanaheim.com 



TH£ SMRY SD JFJffc 


Saturday, 
August 22 


Tues, September 1 
Weds, September 2 


Sunday, September 27 


Presented bv the Mercedes-Benz Dealers of Southern Californi 
., m| pre-show dinner fS 

ticketmaster.com iff. available! LL 


Mercedes-Benz 



THURSDAY 9/17 Delta Nove w/ 

Adryon & The Stonecutters, 
DJ Pleasuremaker 

SATURDAY 9/26 H0NEYH0NEY, The Walcotts 

TUESDAY 11/17 David Ryan Harris, Tyler Lyle 
SUNDAY 11/22 De Lux 

102 PINE AVE LONG BEACH, CA 90802 
WWW.THEFEDERALBAR.COM 


B&B’s Musical Thrills: 


Fri. Aug. 21- 

FRIDAY SWING FUNG 

Maureen & Mercury 5 + Alex Wilson 

Sat. Aug. 29- 

BIG SANDY 

&THI MEMPHIS KINGS + Amber Foxx 
Wed. Sept. 30- 

DAIE WATSON 

& The lone Stars + Tommy Ash 
Fri. Oct. 2- 

DAVID LINDIEY 


DON THE BEACHCOMBER 

The tiki palace in Huntington Beach 
714-809-6146 or EventBrite.com 


For Tickets: 
949 - 261-6270 

. . 3950 Campus Dr. 

\ | y Newport Beach 


8/20 

Throw ‘M Back Thursdays 

8/21 

Circle of Willis 

8/22 

SoCal Americana Festival 

825 

Karaoke (Every Tues) 

8/26 

Ed Steinfeld & Friends 
Comedy Night (Every Wed) 

8/28 

OCML 

9/5 

Live Music w/ TSE 

1 10/13 Scarlet Vice/ Rebel Hotel/ 1 


Mycah/ Afraid Of My 
Neighbor 

112/19 3rd Annual 


Santa’s Rockshop 

Gift Drive for Orangewood 
Children’s Foundation 

_ A 


ticketveb 866 . 468.3399 

WWW. 

hogue-barmichaels.com 

facebook.com/Hogue-Barmichaels 
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Not Just Hamming it Up 

Do our local bands care about political commentary anymore? 

BY NATE JACKSON 


L ook at the photo above. What 
do you see? Go on, stare. If you 
can gaze at it for at least five 
seconds and make any kind 
of judgment about it, then congratula¬ 
tions! According to drummer Evan Stone, 
that means you’ve done your minimum 
requirement of daily critical thinking. 

It also means he and his funky, psyche¬ 
delic, jazz-inspired OC-based outfit, the 
Translucent Ham Sandwich Band, have 
accomplished something that few local 
bands even try to do anymore: get you 
to think about the issues affecting our 
world. It’s something of a dying art these 
days. Especially if we look at music in our 
own back yard and how infrequently we 
see bands who would do something both 
crazy AND thoughtful—such as pose for a 
photo depicting a good percentage of the 
world’s problems with the satirical bite of 
a political cartoon. 

At a glance, the photo simply depicts 
old problems kept alive through current 
events. Showcasing elements of the debate 
over child vaccines and freedom of choice, 
gun control, police brutality against blacks 
and protesters, tensions between Israel 
and Palestine (which appears to be more 
of a sexual tension in this photo), gam¬ 
bling with our national security... it’s all 
stuff we’ve heard and seen before. But art¬ 
ists who prompt those types of discussions 
have become a rarity, which was Stone’s 
point when he decided to arrange this 
photo, titled The Ham Dinner (a tongue- 
in-cheek play on The Last Supper). 

This photo (currently used as a flier for 
their shows) became Stone’s message to 
the world and to anyone who goes to see 
his band perform. It appears to be simple: 
look deeper into what you’re seeing when 
an artist gets onstage, look at what they 
stand for. That might be a hard thing to 
do with a band such as the Translucent 
Ham Sandwich Band because there is so 
much to look at. Every show finds at least 
a half dozen members crammed onto the 
stage, not counting whatever acrobats, 
belly dancers or side-show freaks join 
them that night. But, Stone says, the band 


are trying to show that the inspiration 
for their music is more than just surface- 
level. “I think the majority of artists shy 
away from [getting political] with their 
art because it’s still seen as taboo... and 
that’s bullshit,” Stone says. “I think people 
should talk about that stuff more. We can 
sing about love, we can sing about peace 
and sex and partying, and that’s cool, but 
I think maybe some of them would like 
to express themselves in other ways but 
they’re not allowed to because they think 
they’re gonna get criticized.” 

Perhaps Stone’s biggest hope is you’ll be 
offended by at least some element of this 
photo. That, he says, is a true exercise in 
free speech—the power to offend and the 
right to be offended and speak out about it. 
And when you look at something that’s try¬ 
ing as hard as this photo is to offend some¬ 
one without going all X-rated on us, we see 
how underused those First Amendment 
rights are in the entertainment world. 

One of Stone’s true heroes of free 
speech, Tony Clifton, even makes a cameo 
in this photo with his signature pink tux 
(for those of you born after 1980, he’s a 
character Andy Kaufman/Bob Zmuda 
created on Saturday Night Light in the late 
’70s). “He represents free speech to me,” 
Stone says. “He’s gonna say and do what¬ 
ever he wants, and he’s probably gonna 
offend some people, but that’s what free 
speech is about.” 

Cheers to that. And even if this photo 
doesn’t offend you at all (after all, if you 
read this infernal rag, you probably have 
a pretty high tolerance for sacrilege), 
what it represents should be appreciated. 
“Can you look at a picture like that and be 
completely indifferent and say, ‘Oh, nice 
picture’?” Stone asks. “Or are you gonna 
look at a picture like that and say, ‘That’s a 
little fucked-up’?” 


EVAN STONE AND THE TRANSLUCENT 
HAM SANDWICH BAND 
perform at the Mint, 6010 W. Pico Blvd., Los 
Angeles, (323) 954-9400. Aug. 31, 
10:30 p.m. $7. 21+. For more details, visit 
www.translucenthamsandwichband.com. 
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HOUSEOFBLUES.COM/ANAHEIM 



LIVE BAND FRIDAY 1 SATURDAY 

WOO PM 

<$umrrWt MUSIC <$undayA 

117 Main St. Huntington Beach 
(Across from HB Pier) 
714.960.9996 | PERQSBAR.COM 



VLVT | VELVET LOUNGE tlCket\y€b 

416 W. 4TH STREET, SANTA ANA 92701 
INFO LINE: 714.232.8727 VELVETOC.COM 



ANAHEIM 





COMING SOON 


8/28 MARIACHI DIVAS 
9/3 IRON MAIDENS 
9/20 BOWLING FOR SOUP 
9/25 WILD CHILD 

9/26 KXFESTW/THE COLOURIST, OPEN 
AIR STEREO, & MORE! 

9/27 CATFISH AND THE BOTTLEMEN 
10/1 MARTY FRIEDMAN 


10/4 THE WORD FEAT. ROBERT RAN¬ 
DOLPH, JOHN MEDESKI &N. MIS¬ 
SISSIPPI ALLSTARS 
10/7 BETH HART 
10/8 JAMEYJOHNSON 
10/14 KODALINE 

10/16 LOST 80’S LIVE W/ WANG CHUNG, 
GENE LOVES JEZEBEL, DRAMA- 
RAMA AND MORE! 



1530 S. DISNEYLAND DR. IN THE DOWNTOWN DISNEY® DISTRICT 

FOR INFO &TIX 714.778.BLUE HOUSEOFBLUES.COM/ANAHEIM 

VIP PACKAGES & RESERVATIONS | (g) : 714-520-2316 ^ : VIPHOBANA(S)LIVENATION.COM 

Shows are all ages and standing room only unless otherwise noted. Show dates and times are subject to change. 
Tickets subject to all applicable facility fees and service charges. Applicable fees and charges apply to all ticket sales. 
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CONTENTS THE COUNTY FEATURE CALENDAR FOOD FILM CULTURE IM'HtHUI CLASSIFIEDS AUGUST 21-27-2015 
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VIDEO PREMIER FOR 
"ALLSMILES OVER HERE 


MOONSVILLE COLLECTIVE 

FRIDAY AUGUST 28 

CONSTELLATION ROOM 0 ^ 


NOW|H[ A^jgm MNl TiO U R\ 

jl 


THE TOCC IN E: 

i 

♦ AUGUST 20 


Tftondo Generate 
3dcr • FWiour* 


'"OBSERVATORY 


3503 s .HARBOR BLVD. SANTA ANA CA 92704 


cosmicngate 


| THE GARDEN \ 

AUGUST 20 

coNsraunoN rc«m^ 

/u*^kREXX& 


lirynn THE RETURN OF 
ivit I nu UBANDAskalavera 

BOOMIN 

AUGUST 20' Uo.^1.10 

I Oc oi in\A/i WUHCHENCHA. LA POBRESKA. 

OUOHUW! MATAMOSKA. CAFE CON TEQUILA. 


KiracM , * » 

Wi . 

AUGUST 21 , *\lT 

frdfilQ 


COAL 
CHAMBER 
AUGUST 22 

WITH FEAR FACTORY. 
DEVI YOU KNOW, 
SAMTRO.EY&UADLH 


SOULECTION PARTY 
WITH ESTA, JOE KAY 

<S> 08.22.15 

WITH ABJO, SASHA MARIE 

PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS 


MR. CAPONE-E 

& MR. CRIMINAL _ 

108.23.15 € 


JENNYI 

LEWIS 

"AUGUST 
25 & 26 


ROCKY V0T0LAT0 

f+ FIII I RflNm 


teFULL BAND) 

6 DAVE HAUSE V 


AUGUST 24 


THE MELVINS 

FRIDAY 08.28. IS 


CtN 


11.27 


.»* f ' 

r A 

MSTRKRFT 


Vlv^Tri 0 k —^Msataugust 29 

wATSKtvar^^r 

AUiUS-TJS-lT- l 


FuruRisrifl 

AUGUST 2811PM-"-"— 


^^^buri;er re cord l P FI 1 IV Ml I 

burger** 

a-go-go M$ 


SEPT 9 


WITH 

THEHOTHJER 

JOSH 

BERWANGER t 
BAND * 


cat power the Julie ruin 

glitterbust («- «,«..<) 


kate nash bleached 

cult»(r»f«rt») ' cherry glazcrr 

klmya dawton the aquadoll* 

summer twins jessie joncs 
peach kelli pop O many nwn 


OCTOBER 2 


ALBERT 

HAMMOND JR 

oar 13 1 




SMALCPOOLS | M 

AMERICAN LOVE ■ U V - aJUJU 


WITH HOPSIN, DIZZY WRIGHT 
JARRENBENTON. DJ HOPPA AND MORE 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 6 


EaMMl MAY EM ummtm 

WIAIN& 

t ROTTING CHRIST J 

J NOVIMBI Ri , N6V20 Tmrlr 
For full listings of shoys visit ObservatoryOC.com 
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Rollin’ In the 
Doggie Bus 


JESSEEMCCOMB 


Locals 3nly 

» NATE JACKSON 


TERMINALLY ILL 

perform with C4mula, Chucky Chuck, New 
Ethics and Dirty Words at the Yost Theater, 
307 N. Spurgeon St., Santa Ana, (888) 862- 
9573; www.yosttheater.com. Aug. 31, 10 p.m. 
$15 in advance; $20 at the door. 18+. 

Y ears from now, the members of irreverent 
punk-rap troupe Terminally III will have to 
separate their career into two major phases: pre- 
and post-Doggie Bus. On the outside, the vehicle 
once dedicated to the transportation of man's 
best friend still has all the markings of its former 
life. There's the wraparound graphic of a sunny 
Califoria beach, a cute puppy staring at you with 
big brown eyes, a defunct web address and the 
slogan "A Ride for You and Your Dog From Tustin 
to Dog Beach." But thanks to the Terminally III 
crew, the inside of their new tour bus is a com¬ 
pletely different story. 

On a recent weekday, parked outside the Doll 
Hut in Anaheim, the band sit in their smoke-filled, 
palatial crash pad on wheels. Rapper Ryan Riset- 
ter cranks up the volume on some newly installed 
subwoofers as empty beer cans rattle under¬ 
neath the seats. Their other comical, blond rapper 
Steffen Buratti is busy horsing around with the 
band's manager/handyman Rooster and videog- 
rapher Kyle Cox. The large kennel cage on the 
leftside of the bus is now a storage area for the 
band's gear. They installed a 37-inch flat-screen 
and DVD player at the front of the bus, and at the 
back, they've fashioned the beginnings of a "VIP 
area" with hookahs, lamps made from little red 
Solo cups and a beer cooler. On any given day, 
they can ride around, partying in plain sight. 

"I've driven by a cop inside this thing, and they 
drive by us and slow down and read the sign, 
and then they're like, 'okay, whatever'... and just 
speed off," Risetter says with a smirk. 

The band bought the bus off Craigslist on the 
cheap from a guy who used to own a graphics 
company in Tustin. Since then, it's become the 
vessel for their "Realest Realist Tour": a summer 
schedule full of weekend road-trip gigs within 
a reasonable distance (bouncing between OC, 

IE, Las Vegas and NorCal). The idea is to party 
like rock stars and still return to their 9-to-5 lives 
when necessary. 


"It's the most realistic tour we could do," 
Risetter says. "We all have to work, and on Tues¬ 
day and Wednesday nights, we know people 
aren't gonna come out to shows. So for a band 
like us that can't always draw on a Tuesday or 
Wednesday and we're starving, every weekend, 
we need something like this." 

The eight-piece balance hip-hop, nihilistic 
humor, thrashy skate punk and occasional nudity. 
"A lot of punks hated us for a long time because 
we were too hip-hop, and a lot of hip-hop people 
hated us because we were too punk," Risetter 
says. "But now that we've finally honed in on this 
sound, we're getting both." 

The group's four main rappers (Risetter, 

Buratti, Chris Rock and Anton Bartolic) are 
backed by the energy of drummer Bryan Lubeley, 
guitarist John Doherty, bassist Cody Snowden, 
and breakdancing midget hype man Micro-Bro. 

Unleashing a steady stream of quality lowbrow/ 
high-action music videos for songs such as "Box 
of Wine," "White Boy Problems" and "Nostalgia 
Circa Yesterday" have allowed their sound and 
reputation to precede them as openers for Gutter- 
mouth and Angry Samoans, as well as rap leg¬ 
ends including A+ and Del the Funky Homosapien. 

"Now, with all this shit people are saying 
about us, even were starting to believe [the 
hype]," Buratti says. "So on top of being delu¬ 
sional from our prior dreams, now we're getting 
delusions from actual accomplishments." 

With the addition of the Doggie Bus to their 
arsenal, the band are better able to live their 
weekend dreams of ballin' on a budget while 
increasing the pack that follows them. "That's 
where we're trying to go, just doing whatever 
we want, whenever we want with whoever we 
want," Risetter says. "And now that we've got 
the bus, everyone's down to roll." 


Hey, Orange County/Long Beach musicians 
& bands! Mail your music, contact info, 
high-res photos & impending show dates 
for possible review to: Locals Only, OC 
Weekly, 2975 Red Hill Ave., Ste. 150, Costa 
Mesa, CA 92626. Or email your link to: 
localsonly@ocweekly.com. 
















































NEW VIP SPECIALS 


FREE ADMISSION DAY & NIGHT 


log onto SAHARATHEATER . XXX 

FOR ROLL CALLS UPDATES S WEEKLY PROMOTIONS 


1210 S. State College Blvd Suite C. 
Anaheim. Ca 92806 

( 714 ) 772-2242 

f /SAHARATHEATER SAHARA_THEATER 



alldS^&n!^ht 
HIRING DANCERS 

NO HOUSE FEES 

618 E. BALL RD. ANAHEIM, CA 

714 - 535-0811 

WWW.OCFLAMINGOGIRLS.COM 

OPEN 11AM-2AM 7 DAYS 



HALF OFF 
ENTRY 
AFTER 7PM 

WITH COUPON 


HAPPY HOUR 12PM-7PM 

MAGIC MONDAY: 

$2 DRINKS 

TEQUILA TUESDAY: 

$2 - $3 - $4 DRINK SPECIALS* 

WHISKEY WEDNESDAY: 

$3 WHISKEYS* WELLS & BEERS* 

THIRSTY THURSDAY: 

$3 FIREBALL 'A OFF BOTTLE SERVICE 





SUNDAY FUNDAY: 

$3 DOMESTIC $4 IMPORTS $4 WELLS 

•NOT ALL DRINKS ARE INCLUDED IN SPECIALS 


ML 


NOW AUDITIONING DANCERS! 


1421 N. STATE COLLEGE BLVD. 
ANAHEIM CA 92806 

714 - 808-8500 

WWW.VENETIANGC.COM 



SEP 5 

saturom 

ONPPV 


IE II 

twwm 


Ylncihtim 


815 S. Brookhurst St. Anaheim, CA 92804 
714-635-8040 caligirls714.com 

21+ w/ID 

f CaliGirlsAnaheim LiCaligirlsanaheim 


ONE FREE ENTRY 


This coupon is good for one free entry 
into California Girls - Anaheim. 


One person per coupon only. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 


OCWKLY 


Expires 12-31-15 



OC WKLV 


NUDE NUDE NUDE NUDE NUDE NUDE NUDE NUDE NUDE NUDE 






DAILY/ 


any club's 




iw(!©(ac3aj®aib^ 


i FREE ENTRY! 2 


| 1 PERSON PER PASS. CANNOT BE I C 
.COMBINED W/ ANY OTHER OFFER.! Q 
1 VALID AT CALI GIRLS SANTA ANA I m 
LOCATION ONLY. I _ 


EXP. 01-01-16 1 C 
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AUGUST 21-27-2015 CLASSIFIEDS MUSIC CULTURE FILM FOOD CALENDAR FEATURE THE COUNTY CONTENTS 


your FIFTY SHADES OF Gi 

HEADQUAR S 


UPCOMING 

SEX EDUCATION EVENTS 


TOYGASMS: 8/27 @ 7:i5 P m 

What is it? What do I do with it? Where do I put it? 
Vibrators, dildos, cock rings, anal toys, lube and other 
slippery stuff. This workshop will give you a chance to 
learn how to use a variety of sex toys in an even wider 
variety of situations. Perfect for folks of all genders, 
orientations, and relationship statuses whether you 
are new to sex toys or more advanced. 

PLAYING WELL w/ OTHERS: 9/10 ® 7 i5 P m 

In this workshop we will navigate the different non- 
monogamous options such as threesomes, swinging and 
polyamory. We will discuss safety & jealousy issues and 
how to have the best experiences. 



All workshops are $lo/person 
or $l 5 /couple when prepaid 
at least 24 hours in advance. 
Space is limited—first come, 
first served. 

If space is available, tickets are 
$ 20 /person the day of 
the workshop. 


17955 SKY PARK CIRCLE, SUITE A • IRVINE, 92614 

949-660-4990 • CALL FOR DIRECTIONS TO STORE! 

STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 11AM - 7PM 


YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR: 

SEXY LINGERIE (S-XXXXL) 
SEXY SHOES 
XXX DVDS 
LOTIONS & EDIBLES 
ADULT TOYS & NOVELTIES 
BACHELORETTE PARTY SUPPLIES 


20% OFF 

ANY PURCHASE 
OVER $25 

Not valid on sale items, previously 
purchased items or with any other 
discount or promotion. Not valid on Lelo 
or We-Vibe products. Only one coupon 
may be redeemed per person. 

Present this ad for discount 
expires: 9/3/15 



RED 


NOW OPEN! 

NUDE 18+ 


MILITARY 

SPECIALS 

FREE 

ADMISSION 

(W/AD) 

COUPLES 

WELCOME 

$10 LAP 
DANCES 
EVERYDAY 

VIP 


SHOWGIRLS 


8351 




OCWEEKLY.COM/SIGNUP 


P’lfc (tte... 

Turning down the lights wife 
offers and specials from the 
sexiest places in OC.. right 
into your inbox. 
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MONDAYS 

$io 

COUCH DANCES 

$1QO 

SUITE SPECIALS 


4 VIP DANCES FOR $40 NO MORE WRISTBANDS 


LIMITED 
TIME ONLY 


p 5 




\ 






PEARMINT RHINO 
CINTltMfVS CLUBS 


BELVEDERE & PATRON BOTTLES 

(1PM-1AM) 


$5 FIREBALL SHOTS 


$3 SHOT SPECIALS 

THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT 


4-4-S40 DANCE SPECIALS 
$100 MANAGER BOTTLE SPECIAL 


FULL BAR 




Torrance 90502 
21+w/ID 


19900 Normandie ., 

• t •• 

310-532^2427 

i//| *\ \ 

Open 7 Days A Week lpm-2am 
rjt m\\ ^ 

O speammntrhino.com Q 


FREE ENTRY DAILY UNTIL 6PM 

WE SHOW ALL PPVUFC FIGHTS 


FREE ENTRY 

Good for one free entry. One person per 
pass only. Not valid during special events. 
Torrance location only. 


OC Weekly ? 


Expires 10-01-15 



















































concert guide» 


THIS WEEK 


FRIDAY, AUG. 21 

BREWFISH: 8 p.m., free. The Slidebar Rock-N-Roll 
Kitchen, 122 E. Commonwealth Ave., Fullerton, 

(714) 871-7469; slidebarfullerton.com. 

C4MULA: 10 p.m., $15-$20. The Yost Theater, 

307 N. Spurgeon St., Santa Ana, (888) 862-9573; 
yosttheater.com. 

COSMIC GATE: 8 p.m., $10. The Observatory, 

3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
observatoryoc.com. 

THE DRUMS: 9 p.m., $22. The Glass House, 

200 W. Second St., Pomona, (909) 865-3802; 
theglasshouse.us. 

HOLLYWOOD U2: 9 p.m., $15. Harvelle's Long Beach, 

201 E. Broadway, Long Beach, (562) 239-3700; 
longbeach.harvelles.com. 

IRON BUTTERFLY: 8 p.m., $20. The Coach House, 

33157 Camino Capistrano, Ste. C, San Juan Capistrano, 
(949) 496-8930; thecoachhouse.com. 

LUPILLO RIVERA: 8 p.m., $38-$68. City National Grove 
of Anaheim, 2200 E. Katella Ave., Anaheim, (714) 712- 
2750; citynationalgroveofanaheim.com. 

MAUREEN AND MERCURY 5: 7 p.m , $10 $75 
Don the Beachcomber, 16278 Pacific Coast Hwy., 
Huntington Beach, (562) 592-1321; 
donthebeachcomber.com. 

THE RETURN OF LA BANDA SKALAVERA: 

7 p.m., $13. The Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., 
Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; observatoryoc.com. 

SUNNERY JAMES & RYAN MARCIANO: 9 p.m., 
$20-$30. Sutra, 1870 Harbor Blvd., Ste. 200, Costa 
Mesa, (949) 722-7103; sutraoc.com. 

YEAR OF THE FIST: 8 p.m., $5. Doll Hut, 

107 S. Adams St., Anaheim, (714) 533-1286; 
facebook.com/worldfamousdh. 

SATURDAY, AUG. 22 

ABBA FAB: 8 p.m., $20. The Coach House, 33157 Camino 
Capistrano, Ste. C, San Juan Capistrano, (949) 496- 
8930; thecoachhouse.com. 

THE AMY WINEHOUSE EXPERIENCE: 9:30 p.m., 
$20-$40. Harvelle's Long Beach, 201 E. Broadway, Long 
Beach, (562) 239-3700; longbeach.harvelles.com. 

BILLY VALENTINE: 5:30 p.m., free with festival admis¬ 
sion. Laguna Beach Festival of Arts, 650 Laguna 
Canyon Rd., Laguna Beach, (949) 494-1145; 
foapom.com. 

CAKED UP: 9 p.m., $15-$20. Sutra, 1870 Harbor Blvd., 
Ste. 200, Costa Mesa, (949) 722-7103; sutraoc.com. 

COAL CHAMBER: 8 p.m., $20. The Observatory, 

3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
observatoryoc.com. 

THE GREEN MACHINES: 9 p.m., $5. The Prospector, 
2400 E. Seventh St., Long Beach, (562) 438-3839; 
prospectorlongbeach.com. 

THE KING OF JUKE: 9 p.m., $5. The Prospector, 

2400 E. Seventh St., Long Beach, (562) 438-3839; 
prospectorlongbeach.com. 

MINOR STRUT: 7 p.m., $10. The Vault 0C, 1200 W. 
Alvarez Ave., Orange; facebook.com/thevaultoc. 

STAR TREK WITH LIVE SCORE BY PACIFIC 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: 8 pm, $303 $751 
Irvine Meadows Amphitheatre, 8800 Irvine Center Dr., 
Irvine, (949) 855-8095. 

THE REALITY SHOW: 8 p.m., $5. Doll Hut, 

107 S. Adams St., Anaheim, (714) 533-1286; 
facebook.com/worldfamousdh. 

SEAN DANIELSEN: 7:30 p.m., $10. The Federal Bar, 

102 Pine Ave., Long Beach, (562) 435-2000; 
thefederalbar.com. 

SHAHYAD & BARAN: 9 p.m., $45-$85. Irvine Barclay 
Theatre, 4242 Campus Dr., Irvine, (949) 854-4646; 
thebarclay.org. 

SOULECTION PARTY: 11 p.m., $15. The Observatory, 
3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
observatoryoc.com. 

SUMMER SLAUGHTER TOUR: 3 p.m , $29.50. 

City National Grove of Anaheim, 2200 E. Katella 
Ave., Anaheim, (714)712-2750; 
citynationalgroveofanaheim.com. 

TRAVESURA: 9 p.m., $5. Alex's Bar, 2913 E. Anaheim 
St., Long Beach, (562) 434-8292; alexsbar.com. 


SUNDAY, AUG. 23 

THE CANNANES: 8 p.m., $5. Alex's Bar, 

2913 E. Anaheim St., Long Beach, (562) 434-8292; 
alexsbar.com. 

DANNY MAIKA: 8 p.m., free. House of Blues, 

1530 S. Disneyland Dr., Anaheim, (714) 778-2583; 
hob.com/anaheim. 

MISSILES OF OCTOBER: 4 p.m., free. Marine Room 
Tavern, 214 Ocean Ave., Laguna Beach, 

(949) 494-3027. 

MR. CAPONE-E AND MR. CRIMINAL: 8 p.m., $10. 
The Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, 

(714) 957-0600; observatoryoc.com. 

POP-ROCK-A-PALOOZA: 3 p.m., $10. Malone's, 

604 E. Dyer Rd., Santa Ana, (714) 979-6000; 
facebook.com/MalonesConcertVenue. 

THE PROTOMEN: 8 p.m., $15. The Glass House, 200 W. 
Second St., Pomona, (909) 865-3802; theglasshouse.us. 

RICK TATUM: 5:30 p.m., free with festival admission. 
Laguna Beach Festival of Arts, 650 Laguna Canyon Rd., 
Laguna Beach, (949) 494-1145; foapom.com. 

SHAI HULUD: 7 p.m., $12. Chain Reaction, 1652 W. 
Lincoln Ave., Anaheim, (714) 635-6067; allages.com. 

MONDAY, AUG. 24 

ANESHA ROSE: 8 p.m., free. Marine Room Tavern, 

214 Ocean Ave., Laguna Beach, (949) 494-3027. 

BRENT CANTER QUARTET: 8 p.m., free. The 
Lighthouse Cafe, 30 Pier Ave., Hermosa Beach, 

(310) 376-9833; thelighthousecafe.net. 

ROCKY VOTOLATO: 7 p.m., $13. The Observatory, 

3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
observatoryoc.com. 

TONY GUERRERO & WEST COAST SOUND: 

5:30 p.m., free with festival admission. Laguna Beach 
Festival of Arts, 650 Laguna Canyon Rd., Laguna 
Beach, (949) 494-1145; foapom.com. 

TUESDAY, AUG. 25 

DEATH GRIPS: 8 p.m., $27. The Glass House, 200 W. 
Second St., Pomona, (909) 865-3802; theglasshouse.us. 

JENNY LEWIS: 8 p.m., $35. The Observatory, 

3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
observatoryoc.com. 

RIVAL TIDES: 8 p.m., free. The Slidebar Rock-N-Roll 
Kitchen, 122 E. Commonwealth Ave., Fullerton, 

(714) 871-7469; slidebarfullerton.com. 

ROB MULLINS TRIO: 5:30 p.m., free with festival 
admission. Laguna Beach Festival of Arts, 650 
Laguna Canyon Rd., Laguna Beach, (949) 494-1145; 
foapom.com. 

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 26 

BURAK BESIR: 5:30 p.m., free with festival admission. 
Laguna Beach Festival of Arts, 650 Laguna Canyon Rd., 
Laguna Beach, (949) 494-1145; foapom.com. 

LEFTOVER CUTIES: 6:30 p.m., $15-$20. Aquarium of 
the Pacific, 100 Aquarium Way, Long Beach, (562) 590- 
3100; aquariumofpacific.org. 

LOS LONELY BOYS: 8 p.m., $39.50. The Coach House, 
33157 Camino Capistrano, Ste. C, San Juan Capistrano, 
(949) 496-8930; thecoachhouse.com. 

THROUGH THE ROOTS: 8:30 p.m., $10. The Federal 
Bar, 102 Pine Ave., Long Beach, (562) 435-2000; 
thefederalbar.com. 

THURSDAY, AUG. 27 

BLACKBEAR: 8 p.m., $25. Constellation Room at the 
Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, 

(714) 957-0600; constellationroom.com. 

CHIEF KEEF: 11 p.m., $30. The Observatory, 

3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
observatoryoc.com. 

J ROS PARRELLI: 8 p.m., $11 before 10:30 p.m.; $13 
after. The Federal Bar, 102 Pine Ave., Long Beach, 

(562) 435-2000; thefederalbar.com. 

KID ROCK: 6:45 p.m., $31-$744. Irvine Meadows 
Amphitheatre, 8800 Irvine Center Dr., Irvine, 

(949)855-8095. 

ORANGE EMPIRE CHORUS: 7:30 p.m , $12 50 $25. 
7:30 p.m., $12.50-$25. Muckenthaler Cultural Center, 
1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton, (714) 738-6595; 
themuck.org. 

RITA ORA: 7 p.m., $25. The Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor 
Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; observatoryoc.com. 


DO YOU SUFFER FROM ANXIETY, ADHD, BIPOLAR DISORDER, 
INSOMNIA, DEPRESSION, CHRONIC PAIN etc.? 
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Medical 

Marijuana 

Evaluations 


J 



v Offers only valid with 
ad. Only one promotion 
per patient per visit. 
Expires 8/27S/15 


Expires 8/27S/15 

Evaluation C ter 

ALL patients are seen by a licensed California physician 


SPECIAL! 

Recommendations 
Starting at 


All Patients 

TWO LOCATIONS: 

440 Fair Drive, Suite S. 227 

Costa Mesa, CA 92626 ( 800 ) 620-2027 

1626 E. 17th St. 

Santa Ana, CA 92705 YO hablO Espanol! 


24/7 

online & phone 
verification 


Open 7 Days a Week 
Walk-Ins Welcome! 
Monday-Sunday 
9am to 6pm 


BRIAN GAMBLE, M.B. 


24/7 

Verification! 


BRIAN GAMBLE, M.D. 


Professional 
Photo 
ID Cards 


RENEWALS 


NEW PATIENTS 

tttH 


NO WAITING, FAST PROCESSING 

7T14-530-]332MB 

12570 Brookhurst St. #1, Garden Grove CA. 92840 

Veteran £ Senior Citizen discounts available 

MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 

WALK INS WELCOMED 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


MON - SAT 9am - 7pm | SUN 10am - 6:30pm 

**BRING THREE AND THE FOURTH PERSON FREE!!! *TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. EXPIRES 08/31/15 
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE SERVICES 














MEDICINE SERVICES // COLLECTIVES 
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WANT TO ADVERTISE 
«PKMSSUE? 

'Ml otaift714.550.5900 
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Uet & Senior Discounts 

^DfflraiKIIOS 

c TTflft) 


min $50 donation 


714-760-0135 HABLAmOS ESPADOL PROP 215 & SB 420 COMPLIANT 
For Daily Specials a IYIenu, Download Cannahunt App a Search: D.A.D.S. 


LBC 420 EVALUATIONS 

By. Dr. Raja Toke 
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720 ALAMITOS AVE., UNIT A, LONG BEACH 90813 
(562) 599-8420 


LBC 420 Evaluations is one ol the largest and most trusted clinics in the Long Beach area 
-providing you with the safest and most affordable MMJ recommendations. We offer the 
best prices and we guarantee that we are 100% legal and in compliance with all slate 
laws under prop 215. 





TOLL FREE 






Patients 
RENEWALS $19 
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mywiJMy CuJmeHWp AdAnd We WilmefitiHhui Prke 


895 E. YORBA LINDA BLVD. #204 PLACENTIA 92870 


MON-FRI 11AM-7PM • CLOSED SAT/SUN • 714.328.3712 


1671 W. KATELLA AVE. STE. 130, ANAHEIM 


MON-FRI 11AM-7PM • SAT 11AM-6PM • SUN 11AM-5PM 
























































































eaz Qj 

Getting marijuana 
just got eazier 

$35 OFF YOUR FIRST ORDER 
WITH PROMO CODE: 

OCWEEKLY35 

DON’T HAVE A CARD? GET ONE AT EAZE.MD 


FULLERTON 

EASE COLLECTIVE - 


Professional • Clean 
High Quality Meds 
At Competitive Prices 

EaseCanna 

714-309-7772 | 2435 E ORANGETHORPE AVE 



DAILY 

SPECIALS 



justQuality 

G A R E 


FOLLOW US 

lustayum W m 

OJUSTQUALITYCARE.SA 




L 


MEDS TESTED BY SClabs 

know your medicine 


* 5G ON 35 CAP (selected items) 

* 35 CAP ON PRIVATE RESERVE 

* BUYONE GET ONE FREE ON 
DOGO DEALS 

* 250 OZ DEAL ON TRUE CURE 
OG TESTED AT 27%THC 



FTP SPECIALS 


5 GRAM 8TH 
8 GRAMS FOR DOGO 8TH 
$5 OFF ANY WAX & FREE PREROLL 


MAWfAJi* 

c (funchtex 


YOU'LL BE GUD YOU CAME IN! QUALITY MEDS, COMPASSIONATE PRICES! 

11042 MAGNOLIA AVE, GARDEN GROVE 92804 I 714.209.8187 

Only patents with legaly recogneed medical cannabis 0 cards may obtain cannabis from medical cannabis ooltectives/dispensanes In stnct compliance with Prop. 215 and SB420 HS11362.5, HS11367.7. 



,§ACH 


5 Gram l/8th 


4:20 


6:20 


GFarmaLabs 


C 



22 U\A/V 


WESTMINSTER BLVD 

13TH ST ^ 
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IIADDV II All D Cheapest and widest selection of PX wax in 

"f i i n !v Disability 107. off 

ALL DA Veteran discount 157. 


nun it vo 


Beach Cities Access between the 405 and 22 Freeways 

14211 Beach Blvd. Westminster CA 714.902.1188 • IOam-8pm 
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"VqKS 1 ®"? 
"«®S 8 !Sg 


c SUn DAY 

5 gram sths 

^‘HKl iCATIENr 1 * 5 

* / 8TH 


2 GRA^ s 


‘SPECIALS a OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED. 

OPEN 11AM-8PM DAILY 
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<tfoWi INFORMATION | 

iiiTii on the latent 

IlUD Marijuana 
news & views... 

-With- afybmit dispensaries, 
■ ■ ■ strains, products, 
change fo the lout, 

W ■ & special offers 

DATES uiyaWiahecb, 


1921 Carnegie Ave #3H, Santa Ana I 949-752-6272 
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Adult Massage 


★Grand Opening^ 
999 Roses 

Hot Asian Girls to Pamper 
you! Massage, Facials, 
Relaxation! 14291 Euclid St. 
#D111, Garden Grove 

(714) 554-3936 


All Natural Beauty 
Avail. Til 4am 
Cozy VIP Private 

Sensual body. Up late? 

So am I. Beautiful 
exotic model available 
10am till late hours.. 4am. 
Toned & slender beauty 
relaxing, sensuous, CMT 
deep tissue, Swedish full 
body massage. Tantra 
G spot intense release, 
prostate stimulation. 
Tantric sensual & sooth¬ 
ing experience w/stun- 
ning girl. Nice, private. 
Special rate $200. 
818-821-9090 


BLACK MALE & 
FEMALE 

5'4", 130 lbs of lean muscle, 
handsome face, smooth 
and athletic, Ocean view 
massage. Private Personal 
Training also avail. Michael 
(562)714-4270 
Or 2 Male Masseurs also 
avail.MC/Visa Accepted. 


915 

Adult Massage 


Cityvibe.com 

is offering specials for 
limited time. Call us 
and we can get your 
ad 

up the same day! 

(310)247-7744 

Exotic Hottie 
All Natural Model 

Sexy, fit, curvy, Busty God¬ 
dess caters to Tantric full 
body pleasure. CMT, deep 
tissue, & Swedish, prostate 
mass & toys avail. A model 
w/long brunette hair& 
beautiful looks. Fetish/ 
Fantasies. BDSM, worship, 
spank, role play, x-dress, 
medical, foot leg, stockings, 
nurse, sounds. Mild sensual 
to heavy play. Incall 2 me or 
outcall to you. $200 special. 

818-821-9090 


Tantra Goddess 

Sensual fullbody erotic 
tantra, CMT, deep tissue 
massage. Tantric prostate 
intense release. Beautiful 
statuesque, slender & 
toned w/long dark raven 
hair & hypnotic green 
eyes. Goddess worship, 
CFE, fetishes & fantasies. 
Private, Nice incall. 
Special rate $200 

818 - 821-9090 



45$/hr Free Shower 

New Vietnamese Staff 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 10am -10pm 

Accepts all credit cards 714.737.4102 
7041 Western Ave # B Buena Park, 90620 


$50/1HR 
S30/30min 

W/AD 

515 W COMMONWEALTH AVE. #106, 

714 . 446.0515 


GRAND 

OPENING 

A+DAY SPA 

$10 OFF 

w/ad 

d., Anaheim 

1-5678 




Bliss Massage 


NEW Chinese & Japanese Staff 

Hot price 45$/hr+ Free 
TABLE SHOWER 

Open 7 days a week 10am to 10pm 

(accepts all credit cards) 

831 South Knott Ave. Anaheim, 92804 
(on Knott & Savanna) 

714^995^6789 
GRAND OPENING 


$60/HR 

MASSAGE 

WaCk-inA-ofte 

LUctcLWTU’J 

MENTION 

$10 OFF! 

1M 


4100 Long Beach Blvd# 202, Long Beach 
(562)253-0027 • Mon-Fri:10am -9 pm 
Sat -Sun : 10 am-8 pm 




LUXURY SPA MASSAGE 


FULL BODY MASSAGE, TABLE SHOWERS, 
WAX, DEEP TISSUE & SWEDISH 



$50 from 30 min Open Mon-Sun 
10AM-1PM for $40 10AM-10PM 

714-947-0037 714-276-7717 


8509 CERRITOS AVE. STANTON (CORNER CERRITOS & DALE ST) 


★ Skin Core* 

BODY CARE. MASSAGE CENTER. 


VOTED #1/DIFFERENT GIRLS DAILY. FREE SHOWER 
GUARANTEED PRETTY & YOUNG, UNDER 21Y/0 OR MONEY BACK. 



8191BOLSAAVE. MIDWAYCITY, CA92655 • (714)487-3454 
★ BODYANDSKINCAREMASSAGE.COM ★ 


DARLING MASSAGE 



LAKE FOREST^ 


GRAND OPEN 





10356 Beach Blvd. Stanton, CA 90680 

LOCATED BEHIND TACO BELL 

Open 7days/week: 10am - 10pm 
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Grand O 


- Brand New 

Special 

Discount 

$45 Hr FREE 
Table shower 
$35 HHR 


714 . 603.7966 

500 N.brookhurst Anaheim 
92801 (corner StarBucks) 

7days/week: 
1 Oam-midnight 


Lake Forest Spa Waxing 



S/Q 


Special: 

SUMMER SPECIA 
BRAZILIAN & FU 
BODY WAX FOR 
MR. & MS. 
949-228-767 
949-768-8258 

23782 Mercury Road, 
lakeforestspamassage.< 



YOUNG COLLEGE GIRLS 18-23 Y/0. FREE TABLE SHOWER. 

WHITE. LATINA. ASIAN. 


Open 7 days/week; 10am-3am 
1523 W. Katella Ave. #105 Anaheim, CA 92802 
(714) 635-5354 

Minutes from Disneyland & Satisfaction Guaranteed 



tyumd 
Opening, 
Lotus Spa 

c Y\em Servi 


‘Tlem Young Girl 


-FREE table shower 
w/ body scrub 

-$10 off w/ ad 

1 - 714 - 892-5511 

7010 Katella Ave Stanton, CA 90680 


adultfax 


Escort Reviews 
Massage Reviews 
Arrangement Reviews 
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MASSAGE 


We/cerne ta stfiueefrim, 

'l/oiMg, cAauui £ X&tfriCL 

SPECIAL 
1/2 HR/2* 
$35 

PRIVATE ROOM* 

1 Try and You Will 
Come Back! 


S. STATE COLLEGE BLVD 
ANAHEIM CA 92608 


(714) 783-7000 

State College and 
Santa Ana Blvd 
next to Barber Shop 



Full Body 
Massage 
S30/HHR 


hower 

12505 Beach Blvd ttb3 Stanton, CA 90680 
Beach & Lampson (Inside 7-Eleven Center) 
Open 7days/week: 10am - 10pm 



Brand New Spot 


Private Room 

Shower Available} 

1 Visit & You 
Will Never 
Go Elsewhere 1 


Sweetn ess - 

of Asian Relaxation 


Passion Massage 

1877 W Katella Ave - *'" 
Anaheim CA 92804 
Katella/Nutwood 
214-782-7728 ^ 



LOCATED* 

1241 1/2 S. MAIN ST. SANTA ANA CA 
92707 CALL US : 714-610-9539 





lillYsFl 

VOICE 


HIVILIMIH J IIUI ILJI 

GAY CHATLINE! 714 - 627-2269 


REAL PEOPLE 
REAL DESIRE 

REAL FUN 


( , 


050 

www.megamates.com 18 + 




CHATLINE 


714.627.2267 HSTSB 


1^* fonochst Latfnsingles 4 . 464.2989 


DEEP & OIL MASSAGE 


(949) 472-4029 

23600 R0CKFIELD BLVD #2N 
LAKE FOREST, CA 


(949) 487-7756 

30240 RANCHO VIEJO RD.#E 
SAN JUAN CAP, CA 




FULL BODY | 
MASSAGE 

SEXY ASIAN 
GIRLS 

- 590-2725 

D ST., CARDEN GROVE 92843 

(BTWN GARDEN GROVE BLVD & TRASK)(GL0SETO22 FWY) 




714 - 828-8280 

5480 Lincoln Ave. 



$45/HR Free Table Shower 

Hot Vietnamese Staff 

IOAM-11PM MON-SUN 

We accept all credit cards 


2940 W. Lincoln Ave. #J 
Anaheim, 92801 

on Lincoln Ave. between Dale and Laxore 


936 

Transexual Escorts 



945 

Phone Services 


"MEET PEOPLE FROM 
YOUR OWN LOCAL 
AREA!!" 

Want to add a little spice 
to your life, discover and 
meet new people from 
your own local area? 
Give us a try!! 
it's always FREE to 
browse hundreds of per¬ 
sonal ads and always 
FREE to record your own 
personal greeting for 
others to hear! Call now! 
(818)861-0018 
(310) 873-0533 
(323)648-1149 
(714)426-0803 
(949) 655-0035 
(805) 601-1127 


#1 GAY, Bl CHAT & HOOKUPS 
Discreet chat that will 
turn you on!! 

FREE to try!! 18+ 
call 714-464-8977 


945 

Phone Services 


RIPPED MUSCLE JOCKS & 
BEEFY HAIRY BEARS! 

are waiting to chat live 
with you. Try us FREEH 18+ 
it's discreet and it's hot! 
Call 714-464-8977 


FREE PARTYUNE! 

1- 712-432-7968 
18+ Normal LD Applies 

Private Connections 
Try it free! 

1-708-613-2104 
Normal LD Applies 18+ 

HOT Gay Chat! 

1-708-613-2103 
18+ Normal LD Applies 

$10 Buck Phone Sex 

Live 1 on 1 

1-877-919-EASY (3279)18+ 

Sexy Swinger's line! 

1-800-785-2833 

1-800-811-4048 

Sexy Hot Local Girls! 

1-888-660-4446 

1-800-990-9377 

Erotic Playround!!! 

1-888-404-3330 

1-800-619-242818+ 

intimate Connections 

1-800-928-MEET (6338) 

Naughty Older women 

1-800-251-4414 
1-800-529-5733 18+ 

Hot & Nasty Phone Sex 

1-800-960-432818+ 



Queen Spa $10 Off Special $40 1/2 HR 

Young Asian Girls • Hot Massane 
Nice Place Tofl^ax • Private Room 
1234 W. ChatdlS8d^itog^92868^ 


Massa ge Sga 


$39/1 hr 

ALL DAY! 

24741 Alicia Pkwy, Laguna Hills 92653 


949 - 707-1322 



New Spa Massage 

Special $35/hatf hr with ad 
and $50/one full hr 



R Spa & Massage fl 

$39/lhr 714-505-2288 mA 

ALL DAY! 

13846 Red Hill Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 mm* ^-'k 



MASSAGE 

Licensed Therapists 
C § NTER 


EJ BODY CARE 
1802 N Tustin St Orange, 92865 

714-j-* 



BRAND NEW SPOT* SPECIAL PRICE 


ASIAN/ LATINA/ FILLIPINO 




FREE Table Shower 
in Your Own 

PRIVATE Massage Room 
(Regular Shower 
Also Available) 

8am-10pm 

TEMPTATION 

MASSAGE 

11855 BEACH BLVD 
STANTON CA 90680 

714 983 6624 

ON BEACH BETWEEN 
ORANGEWOOD & 
CHAPMAN NEXT TO 
SMOKE SHOP 


Aj=,uca'j Hsa rl'jr Cxnr 

•i-vos-r/o-vyvy ssj /rr j Sujjj 

CUM VOICE ILA.L.E. 7"7m -TIj-I® 

J-^Ut>-876JS 5 6 9 ^ wMgiteecuArzuu, 


cAduehtue isi t/ie 

EEWEEKLY 

CONTACT YOUR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Ob coll 

714 . 550.5900 










































































































2975 Red Hill Avenue, Suite 150 1 Costa Mesa, CA 92626 1714,550^59001 free online ads & photos at oc.backpage.com 


CONDITIONS: All advertisements are published upon the representation by the advertiser and/or agency that the agency and advertiser are authorized 
to publish the entire contents and subject matter thereof, that the contents are not unlawful, and do not infringe on the rights of any person or entity 
and that the agency and advertiser have obtained all necessary permission and releases. Upon the OC Weekly’s request, the agent or advertiser will 
produce all necessary permission and releases. In consideration of the publication of advertisements, the advertiser and agency will indemnify and save 
the OC Weekly harmless from and against any loss or expenses arising out of publication of such advertisements. The publisher reserves the right to 
revise, reject or omit without notice any advertisement at any time. The OC Weekly accepts no liability for it’s failure, for any cause, to insert an 
advertisement. Publication and placement of advertisements are not guaranteed. Liability for any error appearing in an advertisement is limited to the 
cost of the space actually occupied. No allowance, however, will be granted for an error that does not materially affect the value of an advertisement. 
To qualify for an adjustment, any error must be reported within 15 days of publication date. Credit for errors is limited to first insertion. Drawings, 
artwork and articles for reproduction are accepted only at the advertiser’s risk and should be clearly marked to facilitate their return. The OC Weekly 
reserves the right to revise its advertising rates at any time. Announcements of an increase shall be made four weeks in advance to contract advertis¬ 
ers. No verbal agreement altering the rates and/or the terms of this rate card shall be recognized. 


4k. 

SAFE 

ACCESS 

DIRECTORY 


uimt ta advehtue? 

CALL 714.550.5900 




Standup Comedy 
workshop 

Taught by 20 year vete¬ 
ran standup pro. 

For More info go to 

www.KillerKomedv.com 

949-515-1050 


automotive 


AUTOS WANTED 

CASH FOR CARS: Any 
Car/Truck. Running or Not! 
Top Dollar Paid. We Come 
To You! Call For Instant Of¬ 
fer: 1-888-420-5808 
www.cash4car.com 


AUTO INSURANCE STARTING 
AT $25/ MONTH! Call 
855-977-9557 



Struggling with DRUGS or 
ALCOHOL? tAddicted to 
PILLS? Talk to someone who 
cares. Call The Addiction 
Hope & Help Line for a free 
assessment. 800-978-6674 


VIAGRA lOOmg, CIALIS 
20mg. 40 Pills + 4 FREE for 
only $99. #1 Male Enhance¬ 
ment! Discreet Shipping. 
Save $500. Buy the Blue Pill 
Now! 1-800-404-1271 


music 


605 

Musicians Available/Wante 


17th ST. Recording 
Studio 

17th Street Recording is a 
professional state of the 
art recording studio 
which provides songwrit¬ 
ing, production, and re¬ 
cording services. Record¬ 
ing session includes 
platinum Engineer. 
Credits include: Sting, 
MaryJBlige, Sublime, 
Dirty Heads, Long 
Beach Dub Allstars, 
Sublime w/ Rome. 
Slightly Stoopid, 
Sugar Ray 
& more 

Fast Pro Tools skills. 
Studio A has a Master 
DAW Pro Tools HD4, one 
ISO vocal booth & Studio 
Mix Room B has 
Pro Tools HD. 

ALL GENRES-ALL STYLES- 
Vintage Keyboards 
Galore!!!! 

Location: Costa Mesa, CA 
★ ( 949 ) 680-6568 ★ 

17thStRecords.com 


home services 


554 

Misc. Home Services 


DISH TV Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
SAVE! Regular Price $54.99 
Ask About FREE SAME DAY 
Installation! CALL Now! 
888-992-1957 


Get CABLE TV, INTERNET & 
PHONE with FREE HD Equip¬ 
ment and install for under 
$5 a day! Call Now! 
855-602-6424 


home services 


554 

Misc. Home Services 


KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris 
Bed Bug Killers/ KIT. 
Available: Hardware Stores, 
Buy Online/Store: home- 
depot, com 


KILL ROACHES! Buy Harris 
Roach Tablets. No Mess, 
Odorless, Long Lasting. 
Available at ACE Hardware, 
The Home Depot 



836 

Psychic/Astrological 


EMPLOYMENT 

* ASTROLOGERS, 

PSYCHICS, TAROT READ¬ 
ERS NEEDED! P/T F/T 
$l2-$36 per hour. 

tambien en Espanol. 
954-524-9029 


notices 


650 

Adoption Notices 


ADOPTION 

SERVICES 

PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in 
matching Birthmothers 
with Families Nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 
24/7Abby's One True Gift 
Adoptions. 866-415-6295. 
Void in Illinois/New Mexi¬ 
co/Indiana 


services 


510 

Business Services 


$50,000 - $75,000! 
CASH IN 7 DAYS 

NO Interest, NO Pay¬ 
ment, 

NOT a Loan! 
Various types of 
programs available to 
suit your needs. 

Any California Real Estate 
with Good Equity 
(626) 548 - 3817 


525 

Legal Services 


Robbed by your 
Employer? 

Working overtime & 
called salaried? Told to 
clock out but continue to 
work? Called an indepen¬ 
dent contractor/1099 
employee? Speak w/at- 
torney Diane Mancinelli at 
no cost to you. 
(714)734-8999 


530 

Misc. Services 


Curious About Men? Talk 
Discreetly with men like 
you! Try FREE! Call 
1-888-779-2789 www.guys- 
pyvoice.com 


DISH TV Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
SAVE! Regular Price $54.99. 
Ask About FREE SAME DAY 
Installation! CALL Now! 
844-597-4481 


WANTS TO purchase miner¬ 
als and other oil & gas inter¬ 
ests. Send details to PO. 

Box 15557, Denver, Co 
80201 



AIRLINE CAREERS begin 
here - Get started by 
training as faa certified 
Aviation Technician. Fi¬ 
nancial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation 
institute of Maintenance 
800-725-1563 


EARN $500 A DAY 
AS AIRBRUSH 
MAKEUP ARTIST 

For: Ads •TV* 
Film*Fashion»HD«Digital 
35% OFF TUITION - 
One Week Course 
Train & Build Portfolio. 

Models Provided 
Taught by top makeup 
artist & photographer 
Accredited. A+ Rating 
Better Business Bureau 
Details at: 

AwardMakeupSchool. 

com 

(818) 980-2119 


EARN $500 A DAY As Air¬ 
brush Makeup Artist 
For: Ads. TV . Film . Fash¬ 
ion. HD. Digital 
35% OFF TUITION - One 
week Course 
Taught by top makeup art¬ 
ist & photographer 
Train & Build Portfolio. 
Models Provided. Accredit¬ 
ed. A+ Rated. 
AwardMakeupSchool.com 
(818) 980-2119 


STOREFRONT 


South Coast Safe Access 

FTP: 7 Cram 1/8th 

1st Official Measure BB Licensed Facility | SC Lab Tested Products 
25% Vet & Military Discounts 110 Senior Discount 110% Disability 
Discount 11900 Warner Ave. Ste. A, Santa Ana | 949.474.7272 


Just Quality 

5G on 55 CAP (selected items) | 55 CAP on Private Reserve | Buy 
One Get One FREE on DOCO Deals | 250 oz Deal on True Cure OC 
Tested at 27% TFIC 111042 Magnolia Ave, Carden Grove 92804 | 
714.209.8187 


Gram Kings 

FTP: 5 Crams of Private Reserve $40 or Exclusive for $45 
7 Crams for $60 pm Select OC's | West Coast Cure 4 for $100 
Buy an OZ. Get a CRAM FREE | BOCO 1/2 OFF ANY VAPE Cartridge 
10189 Westminster Ave. Suite #217 Carden Grove | 
714.591.4562 


Green Garden 

FTP Specials: 5G 1/8, $10 Crams Up to 5 Crams + free gift 
8am-12am Daily | 12082 Brookhurst St. Carden Grove 
714.585.7244 


Employment 


Accountant 

Apply by mail only to 
Uriman, Inc., 650 N. 

Puente St., Brea, CA 92821, 
attn. Administration 


AUDITOR: Analyze data for 
internal audit. Req'd: BA in 
Accounting, valid CA CPA 
Lie., and 2 yrs exp. in related 
field, laccess Technologies, 
Inc. in Santa Ana, CA. Email 
Resume: ramlaouiiaccess- 
tech@gmail.com 


OCPC 

5 Cram 8th & FREE Goodie Bag (FTP) | All Wax $95 /8th 11921 
Carnegie Ave #5PI, Santa Ana | 949.752.6272,11am to 8pm Daily 


South Beach wellness 

$50/$45 CAPS on Mid & Top Shelves | FTP Deal - 5G 1/8 
Beach Cities Access between the 405 & 22 Freeways 
14211 Beach Blvd. Westminster CA | 714.902.1188 


DELIVERY 


ZfF# 

m 


MEEKLY 


( We (the... 

Turning down the lights 
with offers and specials 
ftom the sexiest places in 
OC... right into your inbox. 

SldN UP NOW TO GAIN ACCESS! 

• ■ 

OCWEEKLY.COM/SIGNUP 

i 11* 


Consultant & Service: Credit Repair 

I will fix your credit score to help you easily 
buy a car or house. Results in 4 -90 days. 

Call Kimora Kim 951-220-1354 



ESL Instructional Coordina¬ 
tor: Develop instructional 
materials and coordinate 
educational contents. B.A. 
in Linguistics, or related 
req'd. Mail Resume: ACEl 
Academy LLC, 14795 Jeffrey 
Road, # 208, Irvine, CA 
92618. 


FREE Cable TV 
4 Life! 

New Company! Hiring 
Text 323-364-5750 
www.JoinFreeCable.com 


305 

Roommates 


ROOMATES WANTED 

ALL AREAS ROOMMATES.COM. Lonely? Bored? Broke? Find 
the perfect roommate to complement your personality and 
lifestyle at Roommates.com! 


HELP WANTED 

MAKE $1000 Weekly!! Mail¬ 
ing Brochures From Home. 
Helping home workers 
since 2001. Genuine Oppor¬ 
tunity. No Experience Re¬ 
quired. Start Immediately, 
www.theworkingcor- 
ner.com 


DADS 

BEST Delivery in OC! | FREE Gift Bag-lstTime Patients (w/min $50 
donation) Sun-Thurs 8am- 1am, Fri & Sat- Sun 8am - 2am Flow¬ 
ers, Tiny Mammoth Edibles, & Lab Tested products. 714-760-0155 


DR. EVALUATIONS 


OC 420 Evaluations 

NEW PATIENTS $29 | RENEWALS $19 | Walk-Ins Accepted 
1671 W. Katella Ave. Anaheim Ste. 150 | 895 E. Yorba Linda Blvd. 
#204 Placentia 92870 | TOLL FREE 1-855-MMJ-EVAL (1-855-665- 
5825 ) | Mon-Fri 11am-7pm, Sat 11am- 6pm, Sun 11am-5pm 
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1st Official Measure BB Licensed Facility 




eanj 


SC LAB 1 

Vested 

PRODUCTS, 


FTP: 

7 Gram 


HOURS: 

MONDAY - SATURDAY: 
k 10am-8pm 
1 SUNDAY: 
llam-7pm 


l/8th 


21 + 


Cheeba 
Chews 

Santa Ana II 94 1 


.474.7272 











GARDEN GROVES # 1 DISPENSARY 



Your Bud 


5 T#cf, $10 Gra/77 

VL UP To 5 Gram« ^ 

j) + a FREE GfFT ^ 

q/Wn/M 2AM DA/LV 


a 2082jBrookhurst s*. 

Garden Grove.ICa 92840 





<&yy 100+ VmWO AND 


SUNDAY 


I1D tiflU tit 




SNOOP DOGG 
FOSTER THE PEOPLE 
BONNIE RAITT 
SHERYL CROW 
FITZ AND THE TANTRUMS 

+ MANY MORE 


COUNTING CROWS 
SLIGHTLY STOOPID 
YOUNG THE GIANT 
THE ROOTS 
SPOON 

+ MANY MORE 


TRAIN 

311 

BEN HARPER & 

THE INNOCENT CRIMINALS 

GRACE POTTER 

+ MANY MORE 


PURCHASE A SINGLE DAY TICKET AND USE CODE “SINGLEDAY” 
TO RECEIVE $10 KAABOOBUCKS TO REDEEM ON SITE! 



PRESENTED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 

Carlsbad • El Cajon • Escondido • San Diego 

• * £ ' 

• » __ l ift • 


@ Mercedes-Benz 
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KAABOODELMAR.COM 


v S 





































